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The  defence  of  Poefie,  by 

Sir  Philip  Sidney  Knight, 

Hen  the  right  vertuous  £.Vf\znd 
I,  were  at  theEmperours  Court 
togither,  weegaueourfelues  to 
learne  horfemanfhip  of  Ion  Pietro 
P ugliano, ontihn  with  great  com- 
mendation had  t  he  place  of  an  Ef- 
quireinhisftable :  andheeaccor- 
dingtothefertilnesoftheltalianwitjdidnotonely 
afFoord  vs  the  demonftration  of  his  pra&ife,  but 
foughc  to  enrich  our  mindes  with  thccontemplati- 
ons  therein,  which  he  thought  moft  precious  But 
with  none  I  remember  mine eareswereat  any  time 
moreloaden,  then  when  (either  angred  with  flow 
paiment,  or  mooued  with  our  learnerlike  admirati- 
on) hee  exercifed  his  fpeech  in  the  praifeof  hisfa- 
cultie.  He  faid  fouldiers  were  the  nobkfteftate  of 
mankind, and  horfementhe  nobleft  offouldiers.He 
faid  they  werethe  maifters  of  warre,and  ornaments 
of  peace,  fpeedie  goers,  and  ftrong  abiders,  trium- 
phers  both  in  Camps  and  Courts :  nay  to  To  vnblee- 
ued  a  point  he  proceeded  ,  as  that  no  earthly  thing 
bred  fuch  wonder  to  a  Prince,  as  to  be  a  good  horfe- 
man.  Skill  of  gouernment  was  but  a  PcdanterU ,  in 
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com parifon,then  would  he  add e  certain epraifes  by 
telling  what  a peerleffebeaft  the  horfewas,theone- 
ly  feruiceable  Courtier  without  flattery , the  beaft  of 
moft  bewtie,  faithfulnefle,courage,and  fuch  more, 
that  ifl  had  not  bene  a  peece  of  a  Logician  before  I 
came  to  him,Ithinke  he  would  haue  perfwaded  me 
to  haue  wifhed  my  felfe  a  horfe.  But  thus  much  at 
leaft,with  hisnofewwordshedraueintome,that 
felfeloue  isbetterthenany  guilding,  to  make  that 
feem  gorgious  wherin  our  femes  be  parties.  Wher- 
in  \iPuliano$  ftrong  affection  and  weake arguments 
will  not  fatisfie  you, I  wil  giue  y  ou  a  nearer  example 
of  my  felfe ,  who  I  know  not  by  what  mifchance  in 
thefe  my  not  old  yeares  and  idleft  t  imes,hauing  flip; 
into  the  title  ofa  Poet,am  prouoked  to  fay  fomthing 
vntoyou  in  the  defence  of  that  my  vnele&ed  voca- 
tion, which  if  I  handle  with  more  goodwill,  then 
good  reafons^bearewith  me,  fincethefcholler  is  to 
bepardoned  that  follow  eth  the  fleps  of  his  maifter. 
And  yet  I  muft  fay,  that  as  I  haue  more  iuft  caufe  to 
makeapittifull  defence  ofpoore  Poetrie ,  which 
fromalmoft  the  hieheft  eftimation  of  learning ,  is 
falnetobethe  laughing  ftocke  of  children,  fonaue 
I  need  to  bring  fome  more  anaileableproofes,  fincc 
the  former  is  by  no  man  bard  of  his  deferued  credit, 
the  filly  later,  hath  had  euenthenamesofP/tf/^- 
phers  vtcd  to  the  defacing  of  it ,  with  great  daunger 
ofciuill  warre  among  the  Mufes.i  And  rlrft  truly  to 
all  them  that  profefsing  learning  enuey  againft  Poe- 
trie,may  iuftly  be  obieded,  that  they  go  very  neare 
to  vngratefulnefle ,  to  feeketo  defacethat  which  in 
the  nobleft  nations  and  languages  that  are  knowne, 
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hath  benethe  firft  light  giuer  to  ignorance,and  firft 
nurfe  whofc  milke  litle  &  litlc  enabled  them  to  iced 
afterwards  of  tougher  knowledges.  And  will  you 
play  the  Hedge-hogge,that  being  receiued  into  the 
den,  draue  out  his  hoft  I  Or  rather  the  Vipers,  that 
with  their  birth  kill  their  parents  ?  Let  learned  Greece 
in  any  of  his  manifold  Sciences,  be  ableto  ftiew  me 
one  booke  before  Muf&us,  Homer, ,&  Hefiod,z\\  three 
nothing  elfc  but  Poets.    Nay  let  any  Hiftoriebee 
brought,  that  can  fay  any  w  riters  were  there  before 
them,  if  they  were  not  men  of  the  fame  skill,  astfr- 
fbensj Linus, and  Come  other  are  named,who  hauing 
benethe  firft  of  that  country  that  madepennesdeli- 
iierers  of  their  knowledge  to  thepofteritie,nay  iuft- 
Ly  challenge  to  bee  called  their  Fathers  in  learning. 
For  not  onely  in  time  they  had  this  prioritie,  (al- 
though in  it  felfeantiquitie  be  venerable)  but  went 
before  them,ascaufes  to  draw  with  their  charming 
fweetneffe  the  wild  vntamed  wits  to  an  admiration 
of  knowledge.     So  as  Amphion,  was  faid  to  mooue 
ftones  with  his  Poetry, to  build  Thebes,  and  Orpkistts 
tobeliftned  to  by  beafts ,  indeed  ftonie  and  beaftly 
people.So  among  the  Romans,  were  Limit*,  Andro- 
niexs^nd  Enniwjo'mihe  Italian  language,the  firft 
thatmadeitafpiretobeatreafure-houfeofScience, 
were  the  Poets  Dante,  Bocace,  and  Petrach.  So  in  our 
Englifh,wcrG0wr,andcA4»wr,afterwhom,enco- 
raged  &  delighted  with  their  excellent  foregoing, 
others  haue  folowed  to  bewtify  our  mother  toong, 
afwel  in  the  fame  kind  as  other  arts. This  did  (o  nota- 
bly (hew  it  felf,t*  the  Philofophers  of  Greece  durft  not  a 
16gtimcapeartoj>world,but  vnderf  mask  of  poets. 
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So  Tholes ',  Empedocles,  and  ParmemeUs ,  fang  their  na- 
turall  Philofophie  in  vcrfes .  So  did  Pitkigcras  and 
Phocillides,  their  morall  Councels.  So  did  Ttrtetu  in 
warrematters,and  Solon  in  matters  of  pollicie,or  ra- 
ther they  being  Poets ,  did  exercife  their  delightfull 
vaine  in  thofe points  of  higheftknowledge,which 
before  them  laie  hidden  to  the  world. For,that  wife 
Solon  was  dire&lyaPoet,it  is  manifeft,  hauing  writ- 
ten in  verfethe  notable  Fable  of  the  Atlantick  Hand, 
which  was  continued  by  Plato.  And  truly  euen  Pla- 
to whofo  euer well  confidereth ,  (hall  rindethat  in 
the  body  of  his  worke  though  the  in  fide  &  ftrength 
were  Philofophie ,  the  skin  as  it  were  and  beautie, 
depended  moft  of  Poetrie.  For  all  ftands  vpon  Dia- 
logues, wherein  heefaincsmany  hontft  Burgefles 
of  Athensbpcak  offuch  matters,that  if  they  had  bene 
fet  on  the  Racke,they  would  neuer  haue  confefied 
them :  befides  his  Poeticall  defcribingthe  circum- 
ftances  of  their  meetings ,  as  the  well  ordering  of  a 
banquet,  thedelicacieofa  walke,  with  enterlacing 
meere Tales,  as  Gyges  Kingznd  others, which, who 
knowesnot  to  bee  flowers  of  Poetrie,  did  neuer 
walke  into  Appollos  Garden.  And  euen  Htftoriogra- 
pbers,  although  their  lippes  found  of  things  done, 
and  veritiebe  written  in  their  foreheads,  haue  bene 
glad  to  borrow  both  fafhion  and  perchance  weight 
of  the  Poets.  So  Herodotus  cnumlcd  hisHiftorie,by 
the  name  of  the  nine  Mufes,  and  both  he  and  all  the 
reft  that  followed  him,  eitherftale,  orvfurpedof 
Poetrie,  their  pafsionate  defcribing  of  pafsions ,  t  he 
manv  particularities  of  battels  which  no  man  could 
afiirme>  or  if  that  be  denied  me>  long  Orations  put 
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in  the  mouthcs  of  great  Kings  and  Captams,which 
itiscertainc  they  ncucr  pronounced.  So  that  truly 
neither  Philofopher,  nor  Historiographer,  could  at  the 
rirft  haue  entered  into  the  gates  of  populer  Judge- 
ments, if  they  had  not  taken  a  great  paiport  of  Poe- 
trie,  which  in  all  nations  at  this  day  where  learning 
flourilhcth  not ,  is  plaine  to  be  feene :  in  all  which, 
they  haue  fome  feeling  of  Poetry .  In  Ttfr&^belides 
their  lawgiuing  Diuines ,  they  haue  no  other  wri- 
ters but  Poets.  In  our  neighbour  Countrey  Ireland^ 
where  truly  learning  goes  verie  bare,  yet  arc  their 
Poetsheldinadeuout  reuerence.  Euen  among  the 
moft  barbarous  and  fimplc  Indians ,  where  no  wri- 
ting is,  y  a  haue  they  their  Poets  who  make  &  fing 
fongs  which  they  call  Arentosy  both  of  their  Aunce- 
ftors deeds,  and praifesoftheir Gods.  A  fufficient 
probability,thatiteuerlearningcomeamongthcm, 
it  muftbe  by  hauing  their  hard  dullwittesfoftened 
and  fharpened  with  the  fweete  delights  of  Poerrie, 
for  vntill  they  finde  a  pleafure  in  the  exercife  of  the 
ininde,  great  promtfes  of  much  knowledge,  wil  lit- 
tle perfuade  them  that  know  not  the  frutes  of  know- 
ledge. In  Wales ,  th  e  true  remnant  of  the  auncient 
Brittons,  as  there  are  good  authorities  to  (hew ,  the 
long  time  they  had  Poets  which  they  called  Bardes: 
(o  thorow  all  the  coquefts  of  Romans, Saxons  ^Danes, 
and  Normans,  fome  of  whom ,  did  feeke  to  mine  all 
memory  of  learning  from  among  them, yet  do  their 
Poets  enentothisdaylaft  :  fo  as  his  not  more  nota- 
ble in  the  (bone  beginning,  then  in  Jong  continu- 
ing. Bin  fince  the  Authors  of  moft  of  our  Sciences, 
werethe  Xomanesyznd  beforerhem  thcGreekes,\et  vs 
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a  litlc  ftand  vpon  their  authorities,  but  euen  fo  farre 
as  to  fee  what  names  they  haue  giue  vnto  this  now 
fcorned  skill.  Among  the  Romanes  a  Poet  was  called 
Votes ,  which  is  as  much  asadiuiner,  forefcer,  or 
Prophet ,  as  by  his  conioyned  words  Vaticintum, 
and  Vaticinarty  is  manifeft,  fo  heauenly  a  title  did 
that  excellent  people  beftowe  vppon  this  hart-ra- 
wifhing  knowledge  ,  and  fo  farre  were  they  car- 
ried into  the  admiration  thereof,  that  they  thought 
in  the  chanceable  hitting  vppon  any  of  fuch  ver- 
fes,  great  foretokens  of  their  following  fortunes, 
were  placed.  Whereupon  grew  the  word  of  Sor- 
tes  Vergilian£t  when  by  fuddaine  opening  Virgils 
booke,  they  lighted  vppon  fome  verfe  of  his,  as  it 
is  reported  by  many,  whereof  the  Hiftories  of  the 
Emperours  Hues  are  full.  As  o(  ^Albinmx\\t  Go- 
uernour  of  our  Hand ,  who  in  his  childhood  ma 
with  this  verfe  x^yfrmo  omens  caplo ,  nee  fat  rationis 
in  armis  :  and  in  his  age  performed  it ,  although 
it  were  a  verie  vaine  and  godlefle  fuperftition,  as 
alfo  it  was,  tothinke  fpirits  were  commaunded  by 
fuch  verfes ,  whereupon  this  word  Charmes  deri- 
ued  o{Carmin.i>  commeth :  fo  yet  ferueth  it  to  (hew 
the  great  reuerence  thofe  wittes  were  held  in ,  and 
altogither  not  without  ground,  fince  both  by  the 
Oracles  of  Delphos  and  Sybil  las  prophefies,  were 
wholly  deliuered  in  verfes, for  that  fame  exquilite 
obferuing  of  number  and  meafure  in  the  words, 
and  that  high  flying  libertie  of  conceit  propperto 
the  Poet,  did  feeme  to  haue  fome  diuine  force  in  it. 
And  may  not  Iprefume a  little  fanher,to  fhewe  the 
reafonablenefleof  this  wot&Vatis ,  and  fay  tharthc 
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holy  Daniels  Pfalms  are  a  diuine  Poeme  ?  If  I  do,I  fhal 
not  do  it  without  the  teftimony  of  great  learned  me 
both  auncient  and  moderne.  But  euen  the  name  of 
Pfalmes  wil  fpeak  for  me,  which  being  interpreted, 
is  nothing  but  Songs :  then  that  it  is  fully  written  in 
meeter  as  all  learned  Hcbrituns  agree,although  the 
rules  be  not  yet  fully  found.  Laftly  and  principally, 
his  handling  hisprophecie,  which  is  meerly  Poeti- 
call.For  what  elfeis  the  awaking  his  muficallnftru- 
ments,  the  often  and  free  chaunging  of  perfons,his 
notable  Profopopeias^wht  he  maketh  you  as  it  were 
fee  God  comming  in  his  maieftie ,  his  telling  of  the 
beafts  ioyfulnefle,  and  nils  leaping,  bur  a  heauenly 
poefie,wherinalmofthe(hewethhimfelfeapafsio- 
natelouer  of  that  vnfpeakableand  euerlafting  bew- 
tie,tobe(ee,iebythe  eyes  of  themind,onely  cleared 
by  faith?But  truly  now  hauing  named  him, I feare  I 
feemetoprophane  that  holy  name,  applying  it  to 
Poetry, which  is  among  vs  throwne  downe  to  fo  ri- 
diculous an  eftimation.  But  they  that  with  quiet 
iudgements  wil  looke  a  litle  deeper  into  it,(hal  iind 
the  end  &  working  of  it  (iich,as  being  rightly  appli- 
ed ,  deferueth  not  to  be  fcourged  out  of  the  Church 
of  God.  But  now  letvsfeehowtheGreekeshaue 
named  it  ,and  how  they  deemed  of  it. The  Greekes 
named  him  ™.^v,  whichname,hathasthemoft  ex- 
cellent,gone through  other  languages,itcommeth 
of  this  word  ™«>  which  is  to  make:  wherin  I  know 
notwhetherbyluckorwifedome,  weEnglifhmen 
haue  met  with  the  Greekes  in  calling  him  a  Maker. 
Which  name,  how  high  and  incomparable  a  title  it 
is,  I  had  rather  were  knowne  by  marking  the  fcope 
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ofotherfciences,the  by  any  partial  allegatio^There 
is  no  Artdeliuered  vnto  mankind  that  hath  not  the 
workes  of  nature  for  his  princlpall  obiedt,  without 
which  they  could  not  confift,  and  on  which  they  (o 
depend, as  they  become  Adors  ckPlaiers,  as  it  were 
of  what  nature  will  haue  fet  forth .  So  doth  the  o/  - 
Hronomer  looke  vpon  the  ft arres,and  by  that  he  feetli 
fet  downe  what  order  nature  hath  taken  therein. So 
doth  the  GeometritUn  &  jiritl/mititiar?  jnthcir diuers 
forts  of  quantities.  So  doth  the  Mufitttns  intimes  tel 
you, which  by  nature  agree,which  not.  The  natu- 
ral Philofopher  thereon  hath  his  name,  andthe(mo- 
raU  Phifofopher  ftandeth  vppon  thenaturall  vermes, 
vices,orpafsionsofman :  and  follow  nature  fail h  he 
therein,  and  thou  (halt  not  erre.  The  Lairier  faith, 
what  men  haue  determined.  The  Historian ,  what 
men  hauedone.  The  Gromarian,  fpeaketh onely  of 
the  rules  of  fpeech,  and  the  Khetor'ttian  and  Logiti- 
<w,  confidering  what  in  nature  wi!  fooneft  prooue, 
and  perfvvadc  thereon,  giueartificiall  rules,  which 
ftill  are  compafled  within  thecircleofaqueftion, ac- 
cording rothepropofed matter.  The Phifittin\wy- 
eth  the  nature  of  mans  bodie,5uhenature  oft  hings 
Iielpfull ,  or  hurtfull  vnto  it.  And  the  Metaplufuke 
though  itbeinthefecond  &  abftrafr  Notions,  and 
therefore  becounted  fnpernaturall,  yet  doth  heein- 
deed  build  vpon  the  depth  of  nature.  Only  the  Pott 
difdeining  to  be  t:ed  to  any  fuch  fubieS  io,  lifted  vp 
with  the  vigor  of  his  own  inuention,  doth  grow  in 
effect  into  an  otlier  nature :  in  making  things  either 
betterthen  nature bringeth  foorth,or  quiteanew, 
formes  fuch  as  neuer  were  in  nature  :  as  the  Heroes, 
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Demigods, Cyclops,  Cbymer as Juries,  and  fuch  like ;  fo 
as  he  goeth  hand  in  hand  with  nature ,  not  enclofed 
within  the  narrow  warrant  of  her  gifts ,  but  freely 
raunging  within  the  Zodiack  of  his  owne  wit. Na- 
ture neuer  fet  foorth  the  earth  info  richTapiftryas 
diuerfe  Poets  haue  done ,  neither  with  fo  pleafaunt 
riuers,  fruitfull  trees,  fweete  fmelling  flowers,  nor 
whatfoeuer  els  may  make  the  too  much  loued  earth 
more  lonely:  her  world  is  brafen, the  Poets  only  de- 
liuera  golden. But  let  thofe  things  alone  and  goeto 
man,  for  whom  as  the  other  things  are,fo  it  feemeth 
in  him  her  vttermoft  comming  is  imploied:&  know 
whether  (he  haue  brought  foorth  fo  true  a  loner  as 
7heagenes,  fo  conftant  a  friend  as  Pylades,  fo  valiant  a 
man  as  Orlando,  fo  right  a  Prince  as  Xcnoybons  Cyrw>, 
fo  excellent  a  man  euery  way  as  Virgils  dene  as.  Nei- 
ther let  this  beieftinglycoceiued,bicaufetheworks 
of  the  one  be  eflenciall ,  the  other  in  imitation  or  fi- 
ction :  for  euerie  vnderftanding,knoweth  the  skill 
of  ech  Artificer  ftandeth  in  that  idea,  or  fore  conceit 
of  the  worke,  andnotintheworkeitfelfe.Andthat 
the  Poet  hath  that  idea ,  is  manifeft ,  by  deliuering 
them  foorth  in  mchcxcellencieas  he  had  imagined 
them:  which  deliuering  foorth,  alfo  is  not  wholly 
imaginatiue,as  we  are  wont  to  fay  by  the  that  build 
Caftlesintheaire :  butfofarrefubftanciallyitwor- 
keth,not  onely  to  make  a  Cjr/tf, which  had  bene  but 
a  particular  excellency  as  nature  might  hauedone, 
but  to  befto\vaC;r^  vpon  the  world  to  make  ma- 
ny Cyrufjes,  if  they  will  learne  aright,why  and  how 
that  maker  made  him.  Neither  let  it  be  deemed  too 
fawcy  a  comparifon  ,to  ballance  the  higheft  point  of 
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mans  wit,  with  the  efricacic  of  nature:  but  rather 
giue  right  honor  to  the  heauenly  maker  of  that  ma- 
ker, who  hanins  raademantohisowcelikenes,  fet 
him  beyond  ana  ouer  all  the  workes  of  that  fccond 
nature,  which  in  nothing  he  fnewethfo  much  asin 
Poetry ;  when  with  the  force  of  a  diuine  breath,he 
bringeth  things  foorth  furpafsing  her  doings.-  with 
no  fmall  arguments  to  the  incredulous  of  that  firft 
accurfedfallof  Adam*  finceourere&cdwit  maketh 
vs  know  what  perfe&io  is, and  yet  our  infededwil 
keepeth  vs  fro  reaching  vnto  it. But  thefe  argum  ets 
will  by  few  be  vnderftood,and  by  fewer  graunted : 
thus  much  I  hope  wil  begiuenme,  that  the  Greeks 
withfome  probability  ofrea(bn,gauehimthe  name 
aboue  all  names  of  learning.  "Now  let  vs  goe  to  a 
more  ordinarie  opening  of  him ,  that  the  truth  may 
be  the  more  palpable:  and  lb  I  hope  though  we  get 
not  (o  vnmatched  a  praife  as  the  Etimologie  of  his 
names  will  graunt ,  yet  his  veriedefcription  which 
nomanwilldenie,  (hall  not  iuftly  be  barred  from 
a  principall  commendation.  Poefie  therefore,is  an 
Art  of  Imitation:  for  (o^riHotle  termeth  it  in  the 
word  *'>">•>  that  is  to  fay,  a  reprefenting,counterfei- 
ting,  or  figuring  forth  tofpeake  Metaphorically,  A 
fpeaking  Piffitre,whh  this  end  to  teach  and  delight. 
Of  this  haue  bene  three  genera'l  kindes,  the  chiefe 
both  in  antiquitie  and  excellencie  ,  weretheythat 
did  imitate  the  vncoceiueable  excellencies  of  God. 
Snch  were  Dauid'm  his  Pfalmes ,  Salomon  in  his  fong 
of  fongs,  in  his  Ecclefiafles  and  Prouerbes.  CWofes 
and  Debora ,  in  their  Hymnes ,  and  the  wryter  of 
lobe:  Which  befide  other,  the  learned  Emanuell, 
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Tremelius ,  and  F.  Junius ,  doo  entitle  the  Poeticall 
partofthefcripture  :  againftthefe  none  will  fpeake 
that  hath  theholie  Ghoft indue holie  reuerence.In 
this  kinde,  though  in  a  full  wrong  diuinitie,  were 
Orpheus  y  \_yfmphwn ,  Homer in  his  himnes,  and  ma- 
nie other  both  Greeke  and  Romanes.     And  this  Toe- 
fie  mull  be  vfed  by  whofoeucr  will  follow  'S%  P  aides 
counfaile,  infinging  Pfalmes  when  they  are  mery, 
and  I  knowe  is  vfed  with  the  frute  of  comfon  by 
fome,  when  in  forrowfull  panges  of  their  death 
bringing  finncs,  they  findethe  confolation  of  the 
neucr  leaning  goodnes.    The  fecond  kinde,  is  of 
them  that  deale  with  matters  Philofophicall,  either 
morall  i&Ttrteus%  Phocilides,  Cato^  or  naturall,as  Z«- 
cretius,and  VirgilsGeorgikes^or  Aftronomicall  as  Ma- 
-ml/us and  Pontanus^  or  Hiftoricall  as  Lucan: which 
who  miflikethe  fault,  isintheiriudgement  quite 
out  of  taft,  &  not  in  the  fweet  food  of  fweetly  vtte- 
red  knowledge.  But  bicaufe  this  fecond  fort  is  wrap- 
ped within  the  folde  of  the  propofed  fubiedt ,  and 
takes  not  the  free  courfe  of  hts  own  inuentio,whe- 
ther  they  properly  bee  Poets  or  no ,  let  Gramarians 
difpute ;  and  goe  to  the  third  indeed  right  Poets, of 
whom  chiefly  thic  qneftion  arifeth:  betwixt  whom 
and  thefe  fecond,  is  fuch  akinde  of  difference,  as 
betwixt  the  meaner  fort  of  Painters ,  who  coun- 
terfeyt  onely  fuch  faces  as  arefet  before  them,  and 
the  more  excelent  ,who  hauing  no  law  but  wit,be- 
ftovv  that  in  colours  vpon  you ,  which  is  fitter!  for 
the  eye  to  fee,  astheconftant,  though  lamenting 
looke  of  Lmretia  ,  when  fhee  punifhed  in  her 
felfe  anothers  faulte  :  wherein  hee  paimeth  not 
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Lucretiawhom he neuer faw,  but painteth the  out- 
ward bevvty  of  fuch  a  vertue.For  thefe  third  be  they 
which  moft  properly  do  imitate  to  teach  &  delight: 
and  to  imitate,borrow  nothing  of  what  is,hath  bin, 
or  (hall  be,but  range  onely  reined  with  learned  dis- 
cretion ,  into  the  diuine  confiderationofwhat  may 
beand  mould  be.  Thefe  be  they  that  as  the  firft  and 
moftnoblefort,  may  iuftly  be  termed  Fates  :(o  thefe 
are  waited  on  in  the  excellentelt  languages  and  beft 
vnder{tadings,with  the  foredefcribed  name  of  Po- 
ets.For  thefe  indeed  domeerly  make  to  imitate,and 
imitate  both  to  delight  &teach,and  delight  to  moue 
men  to  take  that  goodnefle  in  hand,  which  without 
delight  they  would  ftieas  from  a  ftrang errand  teach 
to  make  them  know  that  goodnefife  wherunto  th  ey 
are  mouedrwhich  being  the  nobleft  fc ope  to  which 
euer  any  learning  was  directed ,  yet  want  t  here  not 
idle  tongues  to  barkeat  them.  T  hefe  be  fubdiuided 
intofundry  more  fpeciall  denominations. The  moft 
notable  be  the  Heroick>  Lyrick,  Tugick,  Comtek,  Szty- 
rickjambick^  Elcgiack,  Pafhrall,znd  certaine  others: 
fome  of  thefe  being  tearmed  according  to  the  mat- 
ter they  deale  with,  fome  by  the  fort  of  verfe  they  li- 
ked beft  to  write  in,  for  indeed  the  greateft  part  of 
Poets,haue  apparelled  their  poeticall  inuentions,in 
that  numbrous  kind  of  writing  which  is  called  verf. 
Indeed  but  apparelled  verfe:  being  but  an  ornament 
and  nocanfetoPoetrie,fince  there  hauebenemany 
moft  excellent  Poets  that  neuer  verfefied,  and  now 
fwarme  many  verfefiers  that  need  neuer  anfwereto 
the  name  of  Poets.  For  Xenofoon  who  did  imitate  fo 
excellently  as  to  giue  vs  efficient  iufti  imperii ,  the 
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pourtraimrcofa  iuftEmpyre  vnder  the  name  of  Cy- 
ru4y  a$C/fiT<?fakhofhim,  made  therein  an  abfolute 
heroicall  Poeme.So  did  Heliodoms^  in  his  fugred  in- 
uention  of  that  picture  otlouc'mTbeagenes  &  Cha- 
riclea,  and  yet  both  thefe  wrote  in  prole,  which  I 
fpeaketo  (hew,that  it  isnotrymingand  verfingthat 
maketh  a  Poet,  (no  more  thena long  gown  maketh 
an  Aduocate,  who  though  he  pleaded  in  Armour, 
fhould  be  an  Aduocat  and  no  fouldier)  but  it  is  that 
faining  notable  images  ofvertues,vices,orwhat  els, 
with  that  delightfull  teaching ,  which  muft  be  the 
right  defcribing  note  to  know  a  Poet  by .  Although 
indeed  the  Senate  of  Poets  hath  chofen  verfe  as  their 
fitteft  raiment :  meaning  as  in  matter,  they  pa  (Ted  all 
in  all  ,fo  in  maner ,  to  go  beyond  them :  not  fpeaking 
table talke  fa fhion,  orlikemeninadreame,  words 
as  t  hey  chanceably  fall  from  the  mouth,butpeafing 
each  fillable  cf  eache  word  by  iuft  propjnion,  ac- 
cording to  thedignitie  of  thefubiedt.  Now  therforc 
it  fhal  not  be  amine,  firft  to  way  this  latter  fort  of  po- 
etrie  by  his  workes,  and  then  by  his  pans,  and  if  in 
neither  of  thefe  Anatomies  hee  be  condemnable ,  I 
hope  we  fhallobteine  amorefauourablefentence* 
This  purifying  of  wit ,  this  enriching  of  memorie, 
enabling  of  iudgement ,  and  enlarging  of  conceit, 
which  commoly  wecal  learning,vnder  what  name 
fo  euer  it  come  forth, or  to  what  immediate  end  foe- 
uer  it  be  directed,  the  finall  end  is,  to  lead  and  draw 
vs  to  as  high  a  perfection ,  as  our  degenerate  foules 
madeworfeby  their  clay-lodgings,  can  be  capable 
of.  This  according  to  the  inclination  of  man,  bred 
many  formed  imprefsions.  For  fome  that  thon°ht 
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this  felicity  principally  to  be  gotten  by  knowledge, 
and  no  knowledge  to  be  (o  higher  heauenly,  as  ac- 
quaintance with  the  ftars  5  gauethefeluestoy*/?™- 
nomle:  others  perfwading  thefelues  to  be  Bemygodsy 
if  they  knew  the  caufes  of  things ,  became  naturall 
and  fupernaturall  Phibfophers.  Some  an  admirable 
delight  drew  to  Muficke ;  and  fomethe  ccrtaintie  of 
demonftrationtothe^4/^0*rf7*-fo:  but  ail  one  and 
other  hauing  this  fc ope  to  know,  &  by  knowledge 
to  lift  vp  the  mindefrom  the  dungeon  of  the  bodie, 
to  the  enioying  his  owne  diuine  eiTence.  But  when 
by  the  ballance  of  experience  it  was  found,that  the 
Aftroswmer  looking  to  the  ftars  might  fall  in  a  ditch, 
thatthe  inquiring  Phtlofopber  might  be  blind  in  him 
felf,&thc Matheimtk'n\n,m\$\\.&x2W forth  a ftraight 
line  with  a  crooked  hart.  Then  lo  did  proofe,  the  o- 
iierruler  of  opinions  make  manifeft,that  ail  thefe  are 
but  feruiug  fcicuce* ;  which  as  they  haitc  a  priuate 
end  in  themferues ,  fo  yet  are  they  all  dire&ed  to  the 
higheft  end  ofthemiftrefle knowledge  by  p  Greeks 
«/amxiwM,  which  ftands  as  I  thinke,in  the  knowledge 
of  a  mans  felfe,inthe  Ethikeand  Politique  con  Tide- 
ration,  with  the  end  of  well  doing,  and  not  of  well 
knowing  onely.  Euen  as  the  Sadlers  next  ende  is  to 
make  a  good  Saddle,  but  his  further  ende,to  feme  a 
nobler  facultie,  which  ishorfmanfhip,  fothehorfe- 
mans  to  fouldiery :  and  the  (buldier  not  only  to  hauc 
the  skill,  but  to  performe  the  pradtife  of  a  fouldier. 
So  that  the  ending  end  of  all  earthly  learning,being 
verteousa&ion ,  thofeskilsthatmoft  feme  to  bring 
forth  that,haue  a  moft  iuft  titleto  be  Princes  ouer  al 
the  reft ;  wherin  if  we  ca  mew,the  Poet  is  won  h  y  to 
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haue  it  before  any  other  competitors :  among  who 
principally  to  challenge  it,  ftep  forth  the  moral  Phi- 
lofipkers jwhom  methinkcs  I  ieecomming towards 
me>with  afullain  grauitie,as  though  they  could  not 
abide  vice  by  day-Iight,rudely  cloathed,forto  wit- 
nefle  outwardly  their  contempt  of  out  ward  things, 
with  bookes  in  their  hands  againft  glorie ,  whereto 
they  fet  their  names :  fophiftically  fpeaking  againft 
fubtiltie,  and  angry  with  any  man  in  whom  they  fee 
the  foule  fault  ofanger.Thefe  men  carting  larges  as 
they  go  of  definitions ,  diuitions ,  and  diftindtions, 
vvi:hafcornfulinterrogatiue,dofoberlyaske,whe- 
ther  it  be  pofsible  to  find  any  path  (o  ready  to  1  ead  a 
man  to  vertue ,  as  that  which  teacheih  w  hat  vertuc 
is,  &  teacheth  it  not  only  by  deliuering  forth  his  ve- 
ry being,  his  caufes  and  effects,  but  alfo  by  making 
knowne  hrs  enemie  vice,  which  muft  be  deftroyed, 
and  his  comberfome  feruant  pafsion,which  muft  be 
maftred :  by  (hewing the  generalities  that  contains 
it,andthefpecialities  that  are  deriued  from  it. Laftly 
by  plainefettingdowne,  how  it  extends  it  felfeout 
of  the  limits  of  a  mans  owne  little  world,  to  the  go- 
u  eminent  of  families,  and  mainteining  of  publike 
focieties.The  Historian  Icarfely  giuesleifure  to  the 
MordiH  to  fay  fo  much, but  that  he  loaden  with  old 
Moufe-eaten  Records,  authorifinghimfelfeforthe 
moft  part  vport  other Hiftories ,  whofe  greater!  au- 
thorities are  built  vppon  the  notable  foundation 
Herefay,  hauing  much  ado  to  accord  differing  wri- 
ters^ to  pick  truth  out  of  parcialityrbetter  acquain- 
ted with  a  i  ooo.yeres  ago,the  with  the  prefent  age, 
and  yet  better  knowing  how  this  world  goes ,  then 
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how  his  owncwitrunnes,  curious  for  Antiquities, 
and  inquiiitiueof  Nouelties,  a  wonder  to  yoong 
folkes,andaTyrantintabletalke;deniethinagreat 
chafe,  that  any  man  for  teaching  of  vertue,  and  ver- 
mes adions,  is  comparable  to  him.  I  zmTeftistcm- 
pcrumjux  veritatis^vita  memori£,wJgi7tra  intx,  nun- 
cio, vetu&atis, The  Philofipher  faith  hcteacheth  adif- 
putatiue  vertue,but  I  do  an  a&iue.His  vertue  is  ex- 
cellent in  the  danger lefle^W*wy  of  Plato:  but  mine 
fheweth  forth  ner  honourable  faceinthebattailcs 
of  Marathon,  Pbarfalia,  Poietiersy  and  Agincourt.  Hee 
teacheth  vertue  by  certaineabftradt  conliderationsr 
but  lonely  bid  you  follow  the  footing  of  them  that 
haue  gone  before  you.  Old  aged  experience,  goeth 
beyond  the  fine  witted  Philojopher  :  but  I  giue  the 
experience  of  many  ages.  Laftly  ,if  he  make  the  fong 
BookeJ  put  the  learners  hand  to  the  Lute, and  if  he 
be  the  guidejam  the  light.  Then  would  he  alleage 
you  innumerable  examples ,  confirming  ftorie  by 
ftories,  how  much  the  wifeft  Senators  and  Princes, 
haue  bene  directed  by  the  credit  of  Hiftorie,as  £r«- 
tmy  Alphonfus  ofAragon,  (and  who  not  if  need  be.) 
At  length,  the  long  line  of  their  difputation  makes  a 
point  inthis,that  the  one  giueth  the  precept,  &  the 
other  the  example. Now  whom  fhall  werind,fince 
the  queftion  ftandeth  for  the  high  eft  forme  in  the 
fchoole  of  learning  to  be  moderator  I  Truly  as  mee 
feemeth,the  Poet,  and  if  not  a  moderator,  euenthe 
man  that  ought  to  carry  the  title  from  them  both: 
&  much  more  from  all  other  feruing  fciences.Ther- 
fore  compare  wethe  Poet  with  the  HiJ?orian,$<  with 
the  morall  Philofipher :  and  if  hee  goe  beyond  them 
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both,no  other  humaine  skill  can  match  him.  For  as 
for  the  diuine,  with  all  reuercnce  it  is  euer  to  be ex- 
cepted,not  onely  for  hauing  his  fcope  as  far  beyond 
any  of  thefe ,  as  Eternitie  exceedeth  a  moment :  but 
euenforpafsing  ech  of  thefe  in  themfelues.And  for 
the  Lamer  % though  Im  be  the  daughter  oilufticejhe 
chiefe  of  vermes,  yet  becaufe  he  feeks  to  make  men 
good ,  t?x\\£x formidine p£n&  ,  then  virtutis  amore :  or 
to  fay  righter,doth  not  endeuor  to  make  men  good, 
but  that  their  euill  him  not  others ,  hauing  no  care 
fo  he  be  a  good  citizen,how  bad  a  man  he  be.Ther- 
foreasourwickednesmakethhimneceflarie,  and 
necefsitie  maketh  him  honorable ,  fo  is  he  not  in  the 
deepeft  truth  to  ftand  in  ranck  with  thefe, w ho  al  en- 
deuour  to  take  naughtinefle  away,  and  plant  good- 
neiTeeuenin  the  fecreteft  cabinet  of  our  foules:  and 
thefe  foure  are  all  that  any  way  deale  in  theconfide- 
ration  of  mens  manners,  which  being  the  fupreme 
knowledge,  they  that  beft  breed  it,  deferuethe  beft 
commendation.  The  Philofopher  thcrefore,and  the 
Hittorim,  arethey  which  would  win  the  goale,  the 
one  by  precept,the  other  by  example:  but  both, not 
hauing  both,doo  both  halt.  For  the  Philofopher  fa- 
ting downe  with  thornie  arguments,  the  bare  rule, 
is  fo  hard  of  vtterance,and  fo  miftie  to  be  concerned, 
that  one  that  hath  no  other  guide  but  him ,  fhall 
wade  in  him  till  he  be  old,  before  he  fhallrindefuf- 
flcientcaufe  to  be  honed.  For  his  knowledge  ftan- 
deth  fo  vpon  the  abftradt  and  generall,that  happie  is 
that  man  who  may  vnderftand  him,  and  more  hap- 
pie,that  can  apply  what  he  doth  vnderftand .  On  the 
other  fide,  the  Historian  wanting  the  precept ,  is  fo 
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tied,  nottowhatfhouldbe,  but  to  what  is,  to  the 
particular  truth  of  things,and  not  to  the  general  rea- 
ion  of  things,  that  his  example  draweth  no  necefla- 
rie  confequence,  and  therefore  a  lefle  fruitfull  doc- 
trine. Now  doth  the  peerlcfle  Poet  performeboth, 
for  whatfoeuerthe  Philofoyher  faith  ihould  be  done, 
he  giues  a  perfed  pi&ure  of  it  by  fome  one,by  who 
he  prefuppofeth  it  was  done,  fo  as  he  coupleth  the 
generall  notion  with  the  paniculer  example.  A  per- 
fect picture  I  fay, for  hee  yeeldethto  the  powers  of 
the  minde-an  image  of  that  whereof  the  Philofopher 
beftowethbutawordifhdefcription,  which  doth 
neither  ftrike,  pearce,  norpofletfe,  the  fight  of  the 
foulefo  much, as  that  other  doth.  For  as  in  outward 
things  to  a  man  that  had  neuer  feene  an  Elephant  ,or  a 
Rimceros ,  who  ftiould  tell  him  moft  exquiiitely-all 
their  rhape,cullour1bigne(Te^  and  paniculer  marks, 
or  of  a  gorgious  pallace  an  Architecture ,who  decla- 
ring the  foil  bewries>might  well  make  the  hearer  a- 
ble  to  repeat  as  it  were  by  roat  all  he  had  heard ,  yet 
fhould  neuer  fatifrle  his  inward  conceit,with  being 
witnefle  toitfdfeofatrue  liuely  knowledge  :  bur 
the  fame  ma,  aflbon  as  he  might  fee  t  hofe  beafh  wel 
painted, or  that  honfe  wel  in  modell,fhu!d  ftraight- 
waies  grow  without  need  ofany  defcription  to  a  iu- 
dicial  comprehending  of  them, fo  no  doubt  the  Phi- 
lofopher  with  his  learned  definitions, be  it  of  vertues 
or  vicesvmattersofpublike  policy  or  pritiat^ouern- 
ment,repleni(heth  the  memorie  with  many  infalli- 
ble grounds  of  wifdom,  which  notwithftanding  lie 
darke  before  the  imaginatiue  and  judging  power,  if 
they  be  not  illuminated  or  figured  forth  by  the  fpea- 
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king  pi&ure  of Poefie. Tully  taketh  much  paines,and 
many  times  not  without  Pocticall  helpes  to  make  vs 
know  the  fbrce,!oue  of  our  country  hath  in  vs.  Let 
vs  but  heare  old  Anchices,  fpeaking  in  the  middeft  of 
T rotes  flames,  or  favltjfes  in  the  fulnefleof  all  Ca~ 
ItpfoesdcWghies ,  bewaile  his  abfence  from  barraine 
and  beggerly  lthecA.  Anger  the  Stmckes  faid,  was  a 
fhort  madnefle :  let  but  Sophocles  bring  you  Aiax  on 
a  ftage, killing  or  whipping  fheepe  and  oxen,  thin- 
king them  the  Army  of  Greekes,  with  their  Chief- 
taines  Agwiemnon ,  and  Menelaus:  and  tell  me  if  you 
hauenotamore  familiar infight  into  Anger,  then 
finding  in  the  fchoolemen  his  Genus  and  Difference* 
See  whether  wifdom  and  temperance  in  vltffes  and 
Diomedes,  valure  in  Achilles,  friendfhip  in  Nifue  and 
Eurialws ,  euen  to  an  ignorant  man  carry  not  an  ap- 
parant  firming :  andcontrarily ,  theremorfeofcon- 
fcience  in  Oedipw^  the  (bone  repenting  pride  in  Aga- 
memnon ;  the  felfe  deuouring  crueltie  in  his  rather 
Atreus  -y  the  violence  of  ambition  in  ihctwoTheban 
brothers^the  fo  wer  fweetnefle  of  reuenge  in  Medea^ 
and  to  fall  lowcr,the  Terent'un  Gnato^and  our  chan- 
cers Pander To  expreft,  that  we  now  vfe their  names, 
to  fignifietheir  Trades :  And  finally,  all  vermes, vi- 
ces ,  and  pafsions,  fo  in  their  ownenaturall  ftates, 
laide  to  the  view ,  that  we  feeme  not  to  heare  of 
them ,  but  clearly  to  fee  throirgh  them .  But  e- 
uen  in  the  moft  excellent  determination  of good- 
nefle  ,  what  Philofophers  counfaile  can  fo  readely 
direct  a  Prince,  as  the  feined  Cirus  in  Xenophcn , 
or  a  vertuous  man  in  all  fortunes :  as  Aeneas  in 
Virgill ,  or  a  whole  Common-wealth ,  as  the  Wav 
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of  Sir  Thomas  Moorcs  Eutopia.  I  fay  the  Way,  be- 
caufe  where  Sir  Thomas  Moore  erred ,  it  was  the 
fault  of  the  man  and  not  of  the  Poet :  for  that  Way 
ofpatterning  a  Common-wealth,was  moft  abfolute 
though  hee  perchaunce  hath  not  (o  abfolutely 
performed  it.  Fcrthequeftionis,whetherthefai- 
ned  Image  of  Poetrie,  or  the  reguler  inftru&ion 
of  Philofophie ,  hath  the  more  force  in  teaching  ? 
Wherein  if  the  Philofophers  haue  more  rightly  (hew- 
ed themfelues  Pbilofiphersthcn  the  ?<**/, haue  attei- 
ned  to  the  high  toppe  of  their  profefsion  (as  in  truth 
Mediocribm  ejfepoetis  non  Dii,non  homines, non  conceffe- 
re  column&)  )  it  is  (I  fay  againe)  not  the  fault  of  the 
Art,but  that  by  fewe  men  that  Art  can  be  accompli- 
fhed.  Certainly  euen  our  Sauiour  Chrift  could  as 
well  haue  giuen  the  morall  common  places  of  vn- 
eharitablenetfeandhumblene(re,asthediuine  nar- 
ration of  Diues and  Laz^rm ,  orofdifobedience  and 
mercy,  as  that  heauenly  difcourfc  ofthe  loft  childe 
and  the  gracious  Father,  but  that  his  through  fear- 
ching  wifedome,  knew  the  eftate  of  Diues  burning 
in  hell ,  and  o£  Lazarus  in  Abrahams  bofome,  would 
moreconftantly  as  it  were,  inhabit  both  the  memo- 
rieand  iudgement.  Truly  for  my  felfe(meefeemes) 
Ifee  before  mine  eyes,  the  loft  childsdifdainfulpro- 
digalitie,turned  toenuy  aSwines  dinner:  which  by 
the  learned  Diumes2.tt  thoughr  not  Hiftorical  adrs, 
but  inftru&ing  Parables.  For  conclufion,I  fay  the 
?toy^^rteacheth,biit  heteacheth  obfcurely,foas 
the  learned  onely  can  vnderftand  him,  that  is  to  fay, 
he  teacheth  them  that  are alreadie  taught.  But  the 
Poet  is  the  food  for  the  tendreftftomacks,the  Poet 

is 


The  Defence  ofPoepe. 
is  indeed ,  the  right  populer  Philofopher.  Whereof 
Efops  Tales  giue  good  proofc ,  whofe  prcttie  Alle- 
gories ftealingvnder  the  formall  Tales  of  beaftes, 
makes  many  more  beaftly  then  beafts :  begin  to  hear 
the  found  of  vertue  from  thofe  dumbe  fpeakers.But 
now  may  itbealleadged,  that  if  this  imagining  of 
matters  be  (o  fit  for  the  imagination ,  then  mnft  the 
Historian  needs  furpa{Te,who  brings  you  images  of 
true  matters,fuch  as  indeed  were  done,and  not  fuch 
as  fantaftically  orfalfly  may  be  fuggefted  to  haue  bin 
done.Truly  Arifiotle  himfelfe  in  his  difcourfe  ofPoe- 
yk,plainly  determineth  this  quefh6,faying,that  Poc- 
trie  is  ^^ne?*.  and  «*•*»"»©»».  that  is  to  fay, it  is  more 
Philofophicall  and  more  then  Hiftory.His  reafon  is, 
becaufe  /V^//<?dealethwith  ^x*.  that  is  to  fay ,  with 
thevniuerfallconfideration,  andtheHiftorie  with 
Kstfl'«w»». the  particular.  Now  faith  he,thevniuerfall 
wayeswhatisfittobe  faidordone,  either  in  likeli- 
hood or  necefsitie ,  which  the Poejie  confidereth  in 
his  impofed  names :  and  the  particular  onely  mar- 
keth  whether  A Icibiades did  orfuffered  this  or  that. 
Thus  farre  Arislotle*  Which  reafon  of  his,  as  all  his 
is  moft  full  of  reafon  For  indeed  if  the  queftio  were, 
whether  it  were  better  to  haue  a  particular  ad  truly 
orfalfly  fet  downe ,  there  rs  no  doubt  which  is  to  be 
chofen,no  more  then  whether  you  had  rather  haue 
Vefpacians  Pi&ure  right  as  he  was,  or  at  the  Painters 
pleafure  nothing  refembling.  But  ifthequeftion  be 
for  your  ownevfe  and  learning,  whether  it  be  bet- 
ter to  haue  it  fet  downeas  it  mould  be,  or  as  it  was ; 
then  certainly  is  more  dodrinable,  the  fained  Cyrus 
in  Xenophon ,  then  the  true  Cyrus  in  luBin  :  and  the 
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fained  Aeneas  in  yirgtlljhtn  the  right  Aeneas  in  2X*- 
res  Phrigius :  as  to  a  Ladie  that  defired  to  fafhion  her 
countenance  to  the  belt  grace:  a  Painter  (huld  more 
benelite  her  to  pourtrair  amoftfweete  face,  wri- 
ting Canid/a  vpyon  it,  then  to  paint  Camdia  as  (hee 
was,  who  Horace  (wcatcth  was  full  ill  fauoured.  If 
the  Poet  do  his  part  aright,  he  wil  fhew  you  in  Tan- 
talus ^y£treusy  and  fuch  like ,  nothing  that  is  not  to 
he  fluinned :  in  Cyrus  *  Aeneas,  rlffis,  each  thing 
to  be  followed  :  where  the  Hiftorian  bound  to  tell 
things  as  things  were,  cannot  beliberall ,  without 
hee  will  be  Poeticallof  a  perfedt  patterne ,  but  as  in 
Alexander  or  Scipio  himfelfe,  fhew  doings, fome to 
be  liked,fome  to  be  mifliked  •  and  then  how  wil  you 
difcerne  what  to  follow,  but  by  your  owndifcretio 
which  you  had  without  reading  QjOurtius.    And 
whereas  a  man  may  fay ,  though  in  vniuerfall  consi- 
deration of  do6trine,the  iVtf  preuaileth,yet  that  the 
Hiftorie  in  his  faying  fuch  a  thing  was  done,  doth 
warrant  a  man  morein  that  he  (hall  follow.The  an- 
fwcre  is  manifeft ,  that  if  he  ftand  vpon  that  was ,  as 
if  he  ihould  argue,becaufe  it  rained  yefterday,ther- 
fore  it  fhould  raine  to  day ,  then  indeede  hath  it 
fome  adnantage  to  a  grofle  conceit .    But  if  hee 
knowe  an  example  onely  enformesaconieclured 
likelihood ,  and  fo  goe  by  reafon ,  the  Poet  doth  (o 
farre  exceed  him ,  as  hee  is  to  frame  his  example 
to  that  which  is  moft  reafonable,  be  it  in  warlike, 
politike,  or  priuate  matters,  where  the  HiHorim  in 
his  bare,  was,  hath  many  times  that  which  wecall 
fortune ,  to  ouerrule  the  beft  wifedome .    Manie 
times  he  muft  tell  euents ,  whereof  he  can  yeeld  no 
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caufe>orifhe do, it  muft  be  poetically. Format  a fai- 
ned  example  hath  as  much  force  to  teach,  as  a  true 
example  (for  as  for  tomooue,  itiscleare,fincethe 
fainedmay  be  tuned  to  the  high  eft  key  of  pafsion) 
let  vs  take  one  example  wherein  an  Historian  and  a 
i^fdid  concurre.  Herodctus  and  Justin  doth  both 
teftifie,  that  Zoptrus,  King  Darius  faithfull  feruant, 
feeing  his  maifter  long  reliftcd  by  the  rebellious  Ba- 
bilonians  jamcdhimfettc  in  extreamc  difgrace  of  his 
King,  for  verifying  of  which,  he  caufedhisowne 
nofe  and  earesto  be  cut  off,  and  fo  flying  to  the 
Babylonians  was  receiued,  and  for  hisknowneva- 
lure  fo  farre  creaditcd ,  that  hee  did  finde  meanes 
to  deliuer  them  ouer  to  Darius.  Much  like  mat- 
ter doth  Liny  record  of  Tarquinius,  and  his  fonne. 
Xenopbon  excellently  faineth  fuch  an  other  Strata- 
geme,  performed  by  t^J  bradates  in  Cyrus  behalfe. 
Now  would  I  faineknowc ,  ifoccafionbeprefen- 
ted  vnto  you,  to  feme  yonr  Prince  by  fuch  an  ho- 
neft  dilsimulation ,  why  yon  dbnotaswclllearne 
it  of  Xenophons  rlclion,  as  of  the  others  veritie :  and 
truly  fo  much  the  better,  as  you  frail  faue  your  nofe 
by  the  bargaine  .  For  ^yfbradates  did  not  coun- 
terfeyt  fo  farre  So  then  the  beft  of  the  Historian 
is  fubied  to  the  Poet,  tor  whatfoeuer  action  or 
faction,  whatfoeuer  counfaile,  pollicie,orwarre, 
ftratageme ,  the  Historian  isbounde  to  recite,  that 
may  the  Poet  if  heeliftwith  his  imitation  make  his 
owne  ;  bewtifying  it  both  for  further  teaching, 
and  more  delighting  as  it  pleafe  him  :  hauing  all 
fro  Dante  his  heu  e  ro  his  hell,  vnder  the  authority  of 
his  pen.Which  if  I  be  asked  w  hziPoets  haue  don  fo? 
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as  I  might  wel  name  fome,fo  yet  fay  I, and  fay  again, 
I  fpeakeof  the  Art  and  not  ofthe  Artificer.  Now  to 
that  which  commonly  is  attributed  to  thepraifeof 
Hiftorie,inrefpect  ofthe  notable  learning,is  got  by 
marking  the  fuccefle,as  though  therein  a  man  fhuld 
fee  vertue  exalted, &vicepunifhed:  truly  that  com- 
mendation is  peculier  to  Poetrie,and  farreoff  from 
Hiftorie ;  for  indeed  Poetrie  euer  fets  vertue  fo  out 
in  her  beft  cullours,  making  fortune  her  well-way- 
ting  handmayd,  that  one  muft  needs  be  enamoured 
of  her.  Well  may  you  fee  Vlijfes  in  a  ftorme  and  in 
other  hard  plights,  but  they  are  but  exercifes  of  pa- 
tience &  magnanimitie,to  make  the  fhine  the  more 
in  the  neare  follow  ing  profperitie.  And  ofthe  con- 
trary part,  if  euill  men  come  to  the  ftaee ,  they  eu er 
goe  out  (as  the  Tragedie  writer  anfwered  to  one 
that  mifliked  the  (hew  of  fuch  perfons)  fo  manicled 
as  they  litlc  animate  folkes  to  follow  them.  But  the 
Hiftorie  beeing  captiued  to  thetrueth  of  a  foolifh 
world,  is  many  times  a  terror  from  well-doing,  and 
an  encouragement  to  vnbrideled  wickednes.  For 
fee  we  not  valiant  Milcuides  rot  in  his  fetters  I  The 
itift  Phocion  and  the  accompli fhed  Socrates ,  put  to 
death  1  ike  Traytorsr* The  cruell  Seuerui ,  liucprof- 
peroufly  ?  The  excellent  iV//*r*#  miferably  murthe- 
rcdl  Sylla  and  cManm  dying  in  their  beds  ?  Pompey 
and  Cicero  (lain  then  when  they  word  haue  thought 
exile  a  happinetTe?  See  we  not  vertuous  Cato  driucn 
tokillhimfelfe,  and  Rebdl  C^/ir  foaduanced,that 
his  name  yet  after  1600.  yeares  lafteth  in  the  high- 
eft  honor  I  And  markebut  euenC^r*  owne  words 
ofthe forenamed  Sylla,  (whointhatonely,didho-- 
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neftlytopmdowne hisdilbonelt  Tyrannie)  Littc* 
ras  nsfcittii :  as  if  want  of  learning  cauied  him  to  doo 
well.  Hementitnot  by  Poetric,  which  not  content 
With  earthly  plagues,deuiieth  new  punifnments  in 
hell  for  Tyrants:  nor  yet  by  Philolophy,which  tea- 
cheth  OccidentoseJJe  fewt  no  doubt  by  skill  in  Hiftory, 
for  that  indeed  can  alToord  you  Ctpjdus,  Penmdcry 
fhakris,  Dtomftus ,  and  I  know  not  how  many  more 
ofthefamekennell,thatfpeed  well  inough  in  their 
abhominable  iniufticeof  vfurpation.     1  conclude 
therforethathe  excelleth  hiltorie,notonely  infur- 
nilhing  the  minde with  knowledge,but  in  fetting  it 
forward  to  that  which  deterues  to  be  called  and  ac- 
counted good :  which  fetting  forward  and  moning 
to  well  doing,  indeed  fetteththe  Lawrell  Crowne 
vpon  the  Poets  as  victorious,  not  onely  of  the  #//&?- 
run,  but  ouer  the  Pbilofopher ,  howfoeiver  in  tea- 
ching it  may  b:queftionable.For  fuppofe  it  be  gran- 
ted ,  that  which  I  fuppofe  with  great  reafon  may  be 
denied,  that  the  Philofopher  in  refpedt  of  his  metho- 
dical proceeding,teach  more  perfectly  then  the  Po-      ,   ?k^j 
tt ,  yet  do  I  thinke ,  that  no  man  is  fo  much  **»**•«*«.  ^' c 
astocompare  the Philofofher in  moouingwith  the 
Poet.  And  that  mooning  is  of  a  higher  degree  then 
teaching,  it  may  by  this  appeare,  that  it  is  well  nigh 
borh  the  caufe  and  effect  of  teaching.  For  who  will 
be  taught ,  if  heebenotmooucd  with  deiiretobe 
taught  ?  And  what  fo  much  good  doth  that  teaching 
bring  foorth ,  (I  fpeake  ftill  of  morall  do&rine)  as 
that  it  mooueth  one  to  do  that  which  it  doth  teach. 
For  as  lylrifhtle  faith,it  is  not  >*»*>  but  «e*:,f  muft  be 
thefrutc:  and  how  °e<<c  can  be  without  being  mo- 
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uedto  pra&ife,  it  is  no  hard  matter  to  confider.The 
Pbilofopber  fheweth  you  the  way ,  hee  enformeth 
you  of  the  particularities,  as  well  of  the  tedioufnes 
of  the  way ,  as  of  the  pleafaunt  lodging  you  (hall 
haue  when  your  iourney  is  ended,  as  of  the  ma- 
ny by  turnings  that  may  diuert  you  from  your  way. 
But  this  is  to  no  man  but  to  him  that  will  reade 
him,  and  reade  him  with  attentiuc  ftudiouspain- 
fulnefle ,  which  conftant  defire,  whofoeuer  hath  in 
him ,  hath  alreadie  paft  halfe  the  hardnefle  of  the 
way  :  and  therefore  is  beholding  to  the  Phtlofo- 
phery  but  for  the  other  halfe.     Nay  truly  learned 
men  haue  learnedly  thought,  that  where  once  rea- 
fon  hath  (o  much  ouer-maftered  pafsion ,  as  that 
the  minde  hath  a  free  defire  to  doo  well,  the  in- 
ward light  each  minde  hath  in  it  felfe,  is  as  good 
as  a  Phtlofophers  booke,  fince  in- Nature  we  know 
it  is  well,  to  doo  well,  and  what  is  well,  and  what 
iseuill,  although  not  inthewordesof  An  which 
Phtlofophers  beftow  vpponvs  :  for  out  of  naturall 
conceit  the  Philofopbers  drew  it ;  but  to  be  moued 
to  doo  that  which  wee  know ,  or  to  be  mooued 
with  defire  to  know.     Hoc  opus,  hie  labor  eft.  Now 
therein  of  all  Sciences  I  fpeake  ftill  of  humane  (and 
according  to  the  humane  conceit)  is  our  Poet  the 
^Monarch.    For  hee  doth  not  onely  fhew  the  way, 
but  giueth  fo  fweete  a  profpeft  into  the  way,  as 
will  entice  anie  man  to  enter  into  it :  Nay  he  doth 
as  if  your  iourney  (hould  lyethrough  a  faire  vine- 
yard, at  the  verie  firft,  giue  youaclufter  of  grapes, 
that  full  of  that  tafte,  you  may  long  to  parte  fur- 
ther .    Hee  beginneth  not  with  obfenre  definiti- 
ons. 
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ons,  which  muft  blurre  the  margent  with  inter- 
pretations ,  and  loadc  the  memorie  with  doubt- 
fulnefle  :  but  hee  commeth  to  you  with  words 
fet  in  delightfull  proportion,  cither  accompanied 
with ,  or  prepared  for  the  well  enchanting  skill  of 
iMuficke,  and  with  a  tale  foriboth  he  commeth  vn- 
to  you,  with  a  tale ,  which  holdeth  children  from 
play,  and  olde  menfrom  the  Chimney  corner  j  and 
pretending  no  more^doth  intend  the  winning  ofthe 
minde  from  wickednes  to  vertue;  euen  as  the  child 
isoften  brought  to  take  molt  wholefome  things  by 
hiding  them  in  fuch  other  as  haue  a  pleafaunt  tafte : 
which  if  one  (hould  begin  to  tell  them  the  nature  of 
the  Alloes  or  Rhabarbarum  they  (hould  receiue, wold 
fooner  take  their  phi fick  at  their  eares  then  at  their 
mouth ,  (o  is  it  in  men  (moft  of  which,  are  childifh 
in  the  beft  things  ,til  they  be  cradled  in  their  graues) 

Elad  they  will  be  to  heare  the  tales  o£  Hercules,  Acbil- 
j,  Cyrus,  Aeneas,  and  hearing  them,  muft  needes 
heare  the  right  defcription  of  wifdom ,  value,andiu- 
ftice;  which  if  they  had  bene  barely  (that  is  to  fay 
Philofophically)fet  out,  they  would  fwearethey  be 
brought  to  fchoole  agame ;  that  imitation  whereof 
Poetrie  i%,hzth  the  moft  conueniencie  to  nature  of  al 
other:  infomuchthatas  Arifiotle faith, thofe  things 
which  in  themfelues  are  horrible,as  cruel  battailes, 
vnnatural  monfters,aremade  in  poeticall  imitation, 
delightfull.  Truly  I  haue  knowne  men,  that  euen 
with  reading  Amadis  decade, w\\\c\\  God  knovveth, 
wanteth  muchofapcrfed  Poefie,  haue  found  their 
hearts  moued  to  the  exercifeof  courtefie,liberali- 
tie,and  efpecially  courage.  Who  readeth  Aeneas  car- 
rying old  Anchifes  on  his  backe,  thatwifheth  not 
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it  were  his  fortune  to  performe  fo  excellent  an  A&l 
Whom  doth  not  thofe  words  of  Turnns  mooue, 
(the  Tale  oiTurnm  hauing  planted  Ins  image  in  the 
imagination)  fugtentem  hdc  terra,  videbit?  Vjqueadeone 
mor i  miferumeJi*\N 'her the  Philofophers  asthey  think 
icorne  to  delight ,  fo  mull  they  be  content  little  to 
mooue  ;  failing  wrangling  whether  Virtus  be  the 
chiefeor  the  onely  good  ,  whether  the  contempla- 
tine  or  the  a&iuelife  do  excell^  which  Plato  &  Poe- 
tins  well  knew :  and  therefore  made  miftrefle  Philo- 
fophie  verie  often  borrow  the  masking  raiment  of 
Poefie.  For  euen  thofe  hard  hearted  euill  men  who 
thinke  venue  a  fchoole  name,  and  know  no  other 
good  but  indulgere  genio,  and  therefore  defpife  the 
auftere  admonitions  of  the  Philofopher>  and  feele  not 
the  inward  reafon  they  ftand  vpon,  yet  will  be  con- 
tent to  be  delighted ,  which  is  all  the  good, fellow 
Poet  kernes  to  promife  ^  and  fo  fteale  to  feetheform 
ofgoodnes,  (w  hich  feene,they  cannot  but  lone)  ere 
themfelues  be  aware,  as  if  th ey  tooke  a  medicine  of 
Cheries.  Inrlnit  proofes  of  the  ftraunge  effects  of 
this  Poeticall  inuention ,  might  be  alieaged :  onely 
two  (hall  feme,  which  arefo  often  remembred ,  as 
Ithinkeall  men  know  them.  The  one  of  Menemm 
^grippa,  who  when  the  whole  people  of  Rome  had 
refolutely  diuided  themfelues  from  the  Senateywith 
apparant  (hew  of  vtter  mine ,  though  he  were  for 
that  time  an  excellent  Orator,  came  not  amog  them 
vpon  truft  either  of  figuratiue  fpeeches,  or  cunning 
infinuations ,  and  much  lefle  with  farre fet  Maximes 
of  Philofophie ,  which  efpecially  ff  they  were  Pla- 
tonike,  they  muft  haue  learned  Geometric before 
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they  could  well  haue  concerned :  but  forfooth,  he 
behaueth  himfelfe  like  a  homely  and  familiar  Pea. 
He  telleth  them  a  tale,  that  there  was  a  time ,  when 
all  the  parts  ofthebodie  made  a  mutinous  confpira- 
cie  aeainft  the  belly  >  which  they  thoughtdeuoured 
thefrutes  of  each  others  labour :  they  concluded 
they  would  let  fo  vnprofitable  afpender  ftarue.  In 
the  endjtobefhort/orthetaleisnotoriousjand  as 
notorious  that  it  was  a  tale,  with  punilhing  the  bel- 
ly they  plagued  themfelues ;  this  applied  by  him, 
wrought  fuch  effedtin  the  people,  as  Ineuerred, 
that  onely  words  brought  foonh:  but  then  fo  fud- 
daineand  fo  good  an  alteration ,for  vpon  reafonable 
conditions  ,a  perfedt  reconcilement  enfued.The  o- 
ther  is  of  Nathan  the  Prophet,  who  when  the  holie 
J>4»;^,had  fo  farre  forfaken  God,  astoconfirme  A- 
dulteriewithmurther,  when  he  was  to  do  the  ten- 
dreft  office  of  a  friend, in  laying  his  owne  fhame  be- 
fore his  eyes ;  fent  by  God  to  call  againe  fo  chofen  a 
feruant,  how  doth  he  it  ?  but  by  telling  of  a  man 
whofebeloued  lambe  was  vngratefully  taken  from 
his  bofome.    The  Application  moft  diuinely  true, 
butthedifcourfeitfelfefained;  which  made  Dauid 
(I  fpeake  of  the  fecond  and  inftrumentall  caufe)  as 
in  a  glaflefee  his  owne  filthineffe,  as  that  heauenly 
Pfalme  of  mercieweil  teftifieth.  By  thefe  therefore 
examples  and  reafons,  I  thinke  it  may  be  manifeft, 
that  the  Poet  with  that  fame  hand  of  delight ,  doth 
draw  the  mind  more  effectually  then  any  other  Art 
doth.  And  foaconclufionnotvnfitlyenfiie,  that  as 
vertue  is  the  moft  excellet  refting  placefcr  al  world- 
ly learning ro make  his  end  of,  fo  Poetry  being  the 
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moft  familiar  to  teach  it,  and  moft  Princely  to  mouc 
towards  it ,  in  the  moft  excellent  worke,  is  the  moft 
excellent  workeman.  But  I  am  content  not  onely 
to  decipher  him  by  his  workes  (although  workes 
in  commendation  and  difpraife,  muft  euer  hold  a 
high  authorise)  but  more  narrowly  will  examine 
his  parts,  (o  that  (as  in  a  man)  though  altogither 
may  carrie  a  prefence  full  of  maieftie  and  bewtie, 
perchance  in  fome  one  defe&uous  peecewemay 
hnde  blemifh  :  Now  in  his  parts,  kindes,  or/^r- 
cies,  as  you  lift  to  tearme  them  ,  it  is  to  be  noted, 
that  fomeP^/fohauecoupledtogithertwoor  three 
kindes,  as  thcTragicall  and  Comically  whereupon 
is  rifen  the  Tragicomical ,  fome  in  themanerhaue 
mingled  profe  and  verfe ,  as  Sanazara  and  Boettut^ 
fome  haue  mingled  matters  Heroicdl  and  Pastorally 
but  that  commethall  to  one  in  this  queftion,  for 
if  fcuered  they  be  good>  the  coniunclion  cannot 
be  hurtfull :  therefore  perchance  forgetting  fome, 
and  leauingfome  as  needlefle  to  beremembred.  It 
(hall  not  bee  amide,  in  a  word  to  cite  the  fpeciall 
kindes ,  to  fee  what  faults  may  be  found  in  the  right 
vfe  of  them.  Is  it  then  the  Paftorall  P00*? which  is 
mifliked?  (For  perchance  where  the  hedge  is  low- 
eft  they  will  fooneft  leape  ouer)  isthepoore  pipe 
difdained,  which  fomtimes  out  of  M&libetu moutn, 
can  fhewe  the  miferie  of  people,  vndcr  hard  Lords 
and  rauening  fouldiers?  And  again  by  Titerm ,  what 
ble(Tedne(Te  is deriued,to  them  that  lie  loweft,from 
the  goodnefle  of  them  that  fit  higheft  ?  Sometimes 
vnder  the  prettie  tales  of  Woollies  and  fheepecan 
enclude  the  whole  coafiderations  of  wrong  doing 

and 
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and  patience  $  fometimes  fhew  that  contentions  for 
tri  fles,can  get  but  a  tri  fling  viftory,w  her  perchance 
a  man  may  fee,  that  euen  Alexander  &  Dorm, .when 
they  ftraue  who  fhould  be  Cocke  of  this  worldes 
dunghill ,  the  benefit  they  eot ,  was,that  the  afterli- 
uers may  foy,JJ<ec memini  &  vi&umfrustra contende- 
re Tbirjim.  Ex  Mo  Coridon,  Coridon  eft  tempore  nobis. 
Or  is  it  the  lamenting  Elegiack,  which  in  a  kinde 
heart  would  mooue  rather  pittie  then  blame,  who 
bewaileth  with  the  great  Philofophcr  Heraditusy 
the  weakenefle  of  mankinde,  and  thewretched- 
nefle  of  the  world :  who  furely  is  to  bee  praifed 
either  for  compafsionate  accompanying  iuft  cau- 
fes  of  lamentations ,  or  for  rightlic  painting  out 
how  weake  be  the  pafsions  ofwofulnefle  \  Is  it 
the  bitter  b ix  wholefome  Jamhick,  who  nibbes  the 
galled  minde,  in  making  fhame  the  Trumpet  of 
villanie ,  with  bolde  and  open  crying  out  aeainft 
naughtineflfe  ?  Or  the  Satirick,  who  Omne  vafervi- 
ttum  ridenti  tangit  amico  ,  who  fportingly,  neuer 
leaueth ,  till  he  make  a  man  laugh  at  follie;  and  at 
length  afhamed,  to  laugh  at  himfelf;  which  he  can- 
not auoyde ,  without  auoyding  the  follie  ?  who 
while  Circumpr&cordiA  iudtt ,  giueth  vs  tofeele  how 
many  headaches  a  pafsionate  life  bringeth  vs  to? 
How  whenalJ  is  done ,  Eshvluhris  dnimtufinosnon 
deficit  dquiM.  No  perchance  it  is  the  Comtek,  whom 
naughtie  Play-makers  andilage-keepers,haue  iuft- 
iy  made  odious.  Totheargumentsof  abufe,  I  will 
after  anfwer,onely  thus  much  now  is  tobefaid,that 
the  Comedy  is  an  imitat  io  of  thecomon  errors  of  out 
life,  which  he  reprefenteth  in  the  moft  ridiculous  & 
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fcornfull  fort  thai  may  be  :  fo  as  it  is  impofsible  that 
any  beholder  can  be  content  to  be  inch  a  one.  Now 
as  in  Geometries  the  oblique  mnft  be  knowne  as  well 
astheright,  and  in  Arithmetic!:,  theoddeaswellas 
the  euen,  fo  in  the  a&ions  of  our  life,who  feeth  not 
thefikhineiTeofeuill,  wantethagreatfoileto  per- 
ceiuethebewtieofvertue  This  doth  the  Coma?dic 
handlefoinourpriuateanddomefticallmattersj  as 
with  hearing  it,  wee  get  as  it  were  an  experience 
what  is  to  be  looked  for  of  a  niggardly  Demea ,  of  a 
craftieD40/#,  of  a  flattering  Gnato,  ofa  vain-glori- 
ous Thrafo :  and  not  onely  to  know  what  effects  are 
to  be  expe&ed,  but  to  know  who  be  fuch,  by  the 
fignifying  badge  eiuen  them  by  the  Comtdta/t. 
And  litlc  reafon  hath  any  man  to  fay,that  men  learne 
the  euill  by  feeing  it  fo  fct  out,  finceas  I  faid  before, 
there  is  no  man  liuing,but  by  the  force  truth  hath  in 
nature ,  no  fooner  feeth  thefe  men  pla*'  'heir  parts, 
but  wimeth them  in  Piflrinum^hhough  perchance 
thefackofhisowne  faults  lie  fo  behindehisbacke, 
that  he  feeth  not  himfelfe  to  dancethe  fame  meafure: 
wherto  yet  nothing  can  more  open  his  eies ,  then  to 
fee  his  ownea&ions  contemptibly  fet  forth.  So  that 
the  right  vfe  ofComddie ,  will  I  thinke ,  by  no  bodie 
be  blamed;  and  much  lefle  of  the  high  and  excellent 
Tragedieythzt  openeth the greateft  woundes,  and 
fhewcth  forth  the r/cers  that  are  coucred  withTif- 
fie,  that  maketh  Kings  feareto  be  Ty  rants,and  Ty- 
rants rnanifeft  their  tyrannical!  humours,  that  with 
fhirringthe  arFe&sof Admiration  and  Comiferation, 
teachcrhthe  vncertaintieof  this  world ,  and  vppon 
how  weak  foundations  guild  en  roofes  are  builded: 

that 
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that  maketh  vs  know,  QMfe&ftraf&utuduroimferio 
regit ,  Timet  timentes ,  metus  in  authorem  redit.  But 
how  much  it  can  moue,  Plutarch  yeeldeth  a  notable 
teftimonieof  the  abhominable  Tyrant  Alexander 
Pberaut,  from  whofe  eyes  a  Tragedie  well  made  and 
reprefented,drew  abundance  of  teares*  who  with- 
out all  pittie  had  murthered  infinite  numbers,  and 
fomeoihisownebloudrfoashethatwasnotafha- 
med  to  make  matters  for  Tragedies ,  yet  could  not 
refill  the  fweete  violence  of  a  Tragedie.     And  if  it 
wrought  no  further  good  in  him,  it  was,  that  he  in 
defpight  of  himfelf,  withdrew  himfelfe  from  hear- 
kening to  that  which  might  mollifie  his  hardened 
heart.     But  it  is  not  ihcTragedie  they  domiflike, 
for  it  were  too  abfurd  to  caft  out  fo  excellent  a  re- 
prefentation  of  whatfoeuer  is  moft  woorthic  to  be 
learned .     Is  it  the  Lyricke  that  mofte  difplcafeth  > 
who  with  his  tuned  Lyre  and  well  accorded  voice, 
giueth  praife,  the  reward  of  venue,  to  vertuous 
ads  ?  who  giueth  morall  preceptes  and  n2turall 
Problemes,  who  fometime  raifeth  vphisvoyceto 
the  height  of  the  heauens ,  in  finging  the  laudes 
oftheimmortallGod?    Certainly  I  muftconfcfle 
mine  owne  barbaroufnefTe ,  I  neuer  heard  the  ofd 
Song  of  Percy  and  Duglax ,  that  I  founde  not  my 
heart  mooued  more  then  with  a  Trumpet  ;  and 
yet  is  it  fung  but  by  fome  blindc  Crowder ,  with 
no  rougher  voyce ,  then  rude  ftile  :  which  being 
fo  euill  apparelled  in  the  duft  and  Cobwebbesof 
that  vnciuill  age,  what  would  it  worke,  trimmed 
in  the  gorgious  eloquence  of  Pindare?  In  Hunga- 
rie  I  haue  feene  it  the  manner  at  all  Feaftes  and  o- 
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ther  fuch  like  meetings,to  haue  fongs  of  their  ance- 
ftors  valure ,  which  that  right  fouldierlike  nation, 
think  one  of  the  chiefeft  kindlers  of  braue  courage. 
The  incomperable  Lacedemonians ,  did  not  onclie 
carriethat  kinde  of  cMuficke  cuer  with  them  to  the 
field ,  but  euen  at  home,  as  fuch  fongs  were  made, 
fo  were  they  all  content  to  be  fingers  of  them:  when 
the  luftie  men  were  to  tell  what  they  did,  the  old 
men  w  hat  they  had  done,  and  the  yoong  what  they 
would  doo.  And  where  a  man  may  fay  that Pin- 
(Ure  many  times  praifeth  highly  Vi&ories  of  l'mall 
moment ,  rather  matters  or  fport  then  vertue,  as  it 
maybeanfwered,itwasthefaultofthc  Pcay  and 
not  of  the  Poctrie,  fo  indeed  the  chiefe  fault  was, 
in  the  time  and  cuftome  of  the  Greckes,  who  fet 
thofe  toyes  at  fo  high  a  price ,  that  Phillip  of  <J\la- 
cedon  reckoned  a  horfe-race  wonne  at  Olympus ,  a- 
mong  his  three  fearefull  felicities  .  But  as  the 
vnimitable  Pindare  often  did ,  fo  is  that  kind  moft 
capable  and  moft  fit,  to  awake  the  thoughts  from 
the  fleepe  of  idlenefle ,  to  embrace  honourable  en- 
terprifes .  Their  refts  the  Herotcdl ,  whofe  verie 
name  I  thinkefhould  daunt  all  backbiters.  For  by 
what  conceit  can  a  tongue  bee  directed  to  fpeake 
euilofthat  which  draw eih  with  him  no  lelTe  cham- 
pions then  (^Achilles,  Cirusy  ^Aeneas,  Turntis^  Ti- 
deusy  R'tnddo  ,  who  doeth  not  onely  teache  and 
mooue  to  atnnh,  but  teacheth  and  mooueth  to 
the  moft  high  and  excellent  truth  :  who  makcth 
magnanimitic  and  iuftice,  fhine  through  all  miftie 
fearefulnefle  and  foggie  defires.  Who  if  the  fay- 
ing 


The  Defence  of  Poefe. 
ing  of  Plato  and  Tully  bee  true,  that  who  could 
fee  vertue  ,  wouldc  bee  woonderfullie  rauilhed 
with  the  loue  of  her  bewtie .  T  his  man  fetteth 
her  out  to  make  her  more  louely  in  her  holliday 
apparrell,to  the  eye  of  aniethat  will  daine,  not  to 
difdaine  vntill  they  vnderftand^  But  if  any  thing 
bealreadie  faid  in  the  defence  of  fweete/Vtfr/V,  all 
concurreth  to  themainteiningthe//w^//,  which 
is  not  onelie  a  kinde ,  but  the  beft  and  moft  ac- 
complished kindes  of  Poetrk,  For  as  the  Image 
of  each  Action  ftirrcth  and  inftru&eth  the  minde, 
fo  the  loftie  Image  of  fuch  woorthies ,  mofte  en- 
fiameth  the  minde  with  defire  to  bee  woorthie: 
and  enformes  with  counfaile  how  to  bee  woor- 
thie. Onely  let  <^Aeneat  bee  worne  in  the  Ta- 
blet of  your  memorie,  how  heegouerneth  him- 
felfe  in  the  mine  of  his  Countrey,  in  the  prefer- 
uin^  his  olde  Father,  and  carrying  away  his  re- 
ligious Ceremonies,  in  obeying  Gods  Commaun- 
ment,  to  leaue  Dido%  though  not  onelie  all  paf- 
fionate  kindnefle,  but  euen  the  humane  confide- 
ration  of  vertuous  gratefulnefle,  would  hauecra- 
ued  other  of  him:  how  in  ftormes,  how  infports, 
how  in  warre  ,  how  in  peace,  how  a  fugitiue, 
how  victorious ,  how  befieged ,  how  belleging, 
how  to  ftraungers,  how  to  Allies,  how  to  ene- 
mies ,  how  to  his  owne.  Laftly ,  how  in  his  in- 
warde  felfe,  and  howe  in  his  outward  gouern- 
ment ,  and  I  thinke  in  a  minde  mofte  preiudiced 
with  a  preiudicating  humour  ,  Hce  will  bee 
founde  in  excellence  fruitefiill  .    Yea  as  Horace 
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faith ,  Melius  Chrifippo  &  Crantore :  but  truly  I  ima- 
gin  it  fallcth  out  with  thefe  Poet-whippers,  as  with 
iome  good  women  who  often  are  ficke,but  in  faith 
they  cannot  tel  where.So  the  name  oiPoctrte  is  odi- 
ous to  them,  but  neither  his  caufe  nor  effects,  nei- 
ther themmmethatcontaines  him,  nor  theparticu- 
lancies  defending  from  him,giue  any  faft  handle  to. 
their  carping  difpraife.  Since  then  Poetrieh  of  al  hu- 
mane learnings  the  moft  ancient  ,and  of  moft  father- 
ly antiquitie,  as  from  whence  other  learnings  haue 
taken  their  beginnings ;  Since  it  is  fo  vniuerfall ,  that 
no  learned  nation  doth  defpife  it,  nor  barbarous  na- 
tion is  without  it  $  Since  both  Romane  &  Greekegzue 
fuch  diuine  names  vnto  it,the  one  of  prophefy  ing, 
the  other  of  making  -y  and  that  indeed  that  name  of 
makingisfitforhim,confidering,thatwhere  all  o- 
ther  Arts  retain themfelueswithintheirfubiecl,and 
receiue  as  it  were  their  being  from  it. The  Poet  one- 
ly,onely  bringeth  his  own  ftuffe,and  doth  not  learn 
a  Conceit  out  of  a  matter,  but  maketh  matter  for-a 
Conceit.Since  neither  his  defcription,nor  end,con- 
taining  any  euill,the  thing  defcribed  cannot  be  euil  j 
fince  his  effe&s  be  fo  good  as  to  teach  goodnes,  and 
delight  the  learners  of  it ;  fince  therein  (namely  in 
morall  dodtrine  thechiefeofall  knowledges)  hee 
doth  not  onely  farre  pafle  the  HiBorUn ,  but  for  in- 
ftru&ing  is  well  nigh  comparable  to  the  Philofopher, 
for  mouing,  leaueth  him  behind  him. Since  the  ho- 
fy  fcripture  (wherein  there  is  no  vncleannefle)  hath 
whole  pans  in  it  Poeticall,and  that  euen  our  Sauior 
Chriftvouchfafedtovfethe  flowers  of  it:  fince  all 
his  kindes  are  not  onely  in  their  vnited  formes ,  but 

in 
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in  their  feuered  diflett  ions  fully  commendable,  I 
thinke,  ( and  thinkc  I  thinke  rightly )  the  Lawrell 
Crowne  appointed  for  tryumphant  Captaines,doth 
worthily  of  all  other  learnings, honour  the  Poets  tri- 
umph. But  bicaufe  we  haue  eares  as  well  as  toongs> 
and  that  the  lighted  reafons  that  may  be ,  will  feeme 
towaigh  greatly,  if  nothing  be  put  in  the  counter- 
balance, let  vs  heare,and  as  well  as  we  can,ponder 
what  obie&ions  be  made  againft  this  Art,  which 
may  bewoorthie  either  of  yeelding,  oranfwering. 
Firft  truly  I  note,notonelyiinthefe^^*«', Poet-ha- 
ters ,  but  in  all  that  kind  of  people  who  feek  a  praife, 
by  difpraifing  others,  that  they  do  prodigally  fped 
a  great  many  wandring  words  in  quips  and  fcoffes, 
carping  and  taunting  at  each  thing,  which  byftur- 
ring  the  fpleene,  may  ftaie  the  brain  from  a  through 
beholding  the  worthinefle  of  the  fubie£t.    Thofe 
kind  of  obie£tions,as  they  are  full  of  averie  idleea- 
fineflfe,(ince  there  is  nothing  of  fofacredamaieftie, 
but  that  an  itching  toong  may  rub  it  felfe  vpon  it,  fo 
deferue  they  no  other  aiifwer,  but  in  fteed  of  laugh- 
ing at  the  icaft ,  to  laugh  at  the  ieafter.  We  know  a 
playing  wit  can  praife  the  difcretion  of  an  Afle ,  the 
comfortablencs  of  being  in  debt,and  the  iolly  com- 
modities of  being  ficke  of  the  plague.So  of  the  con- 
trary fide,if  wewillturne0#/^r  verfe,  Vtlateat vir- 
tu*\prox  imitate  »w//,that  good  lye  hid, in  nearnefle 
of  trie  euill.  AgrippavjxW  be  as  mery  in  (hewing  the 
vanitieof  Science,  as  Era/mus  was  in  the  commen- 
ding of  folly :  neither  fhal  any  man  or  matter,efcape 
fometouchof  thefefmiling  Raylers.  But  for  Eraf- 
aw^and  Agrippa^thcy  had  an  other  foundation  then 
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the  fuperficiall  part  would promife.  Marry  thefe  o- 
ther  pleafaunt  iault-rinders ,  who  will  corred  the 
Verbe^  before  they  vnderftand  the  Nowne,  and  con- 
fute others  knowledge,before  they  confirme  their 
owne,  I  would  haue  them  onely  remember,  that 
fcofring  commeth  not  of  wifedome  $  fo  as  thebeft 
title  in  true  Englifh  they  get  with  their  merimeiKs, 
is  to  be  called  good  fooles :  for  fo  haue  our  graue 
forefathers  euer  tearmed  that  humorous  kinde  of 
iefters.But  that  which  giueth  greateft  fcope  to  their 
fcorning  humor,  is  ry ming  and  verfing.  It  is  alrea- 
diefaid  (andaslthinke  truly  faid)  it  is  not  ryming- 
and  verfing  that  maketh  Poejie:  One  may  be  a  Poet 
without  verfing,and  a  verferier  without  Poetne.But 
yet  prefuppofe  it  were  infeperable,  as  indeed  it  fee- 
meth  Scalliger  iudgeth  truly,  it  were  an  infeperable 
commendation.  For  itCratio,  next  to  Ratio >  Speech 
next  to  Reafon ,  be  the  greateft  gift  beftow  ed  vpon 
Mortalities  that  cannot  bee  praifelefle,  which  doth 
moft  polifh  that  blefsing  of  fpeech  ^  which  confide- 
reth  each  word  not  onely  as  a  man  may  fay  by  his 
forcible  qualitie,  but  by  his  beft  meafured  quantity: 
carrying  euen  inthemfelues  a  Harmonie ,  without 
perchance  number,  meafure,order,proportion,be 
in  our  time  growne  odious.  But  laieafidetheiuft 
praifeit  hath,  by  being  the  onely  fit  fpeech  for  Mtt- 
Jftcke,  (Muficke  I  lay  the  moft  diuine  ftriker  ofthe  fen- 
fes)  Thus  much  is  vndoubtedly  true  ,  that  if  rea- 
ding be  foolilh  without  remembring,Memorie  be- 
ing the  onely  treafure  of  knowledge ,  thofe  words 
which  are  fitteft  for  memory,are!ikewife  moft  con- 
uenient  for  knowledge.  Now  that  Verfc  far  excee- 
ded! 
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dethProfe,  in  the  knitting  vp  of  the  memorie,  the 
reafon  is  manifeft,  the  words (befides  their  delight, 
which  hath  a  great  afrinitieto  memorie)  being  fo  fet 
as  onecannot  be  loft  >  butthe  wholewoorkefailes: 
which  accufing  itfelfe,  calleth  the  remembrance 
back  to  it  felfe,  andfomoft  ftrongly  confirmeth  it. 
Befides  one  word ,  fo  as  it  were  begetting  an  other, 
as  be  it  in  rime  or  meafured  verfe,by  the  former  a  ma 
(hall  haueanearegeflfe  to  the  follower.  Laftly  euen 
they  that  hauctaught  the  Art  of  memory  ,hauefhe- 
wed  noth ing  fo  apt  for  it,as  a  certain  roome  diuided 
into  many  places,\vell  &  throughly  knowne: Now 
that  hath  the  verfe  in  effcdt  perfectly,  euerie  word 
hauing  his  natural  feat,  which  feat  muft  needs  make 
the  word  remembred.  But  what  needesmoreina 
thing  fo  knowne  to  all  men.  Who  is  it  that  euer  was 
fcholler,  that  doth  not  carry  away  fom  verfes  ofyir- 
giU  Horace ,  or  Cato,  which  in  his  youth  hee  learned, 
and  eue  to  his  old  age  feme  him  for  hourely  lefTons; 
as  Peroontatoremfu<iito  namgarrulm  idem  ett,  Bum  tibi 
cjttifq-,  placet  credula  t urba  fumas '.But  the fitnes  it  hath 
for  memorie,  is  notably  prooued  byalldeliuerieof 
Arts ,  wherein  for  the  moll  part,  from  Crammer \  to 
Logicky  Mathematicket,  vhifick,  and  the  reft,the  Rules 
chiefly  necefTaieto  be  borne  away,  are  compiled  in 
verfes.  So  that  verfe  being  in  it  felfefweet  and  order- 
Iy,and  being  beftformemorie,theonely  handle  of 
knowledge,  it  muft  be  in  ieft  that  any  man  can  fpeak 
againftit.  Now  then  goe  we  to  the  moft  important 
imputations  laid  to  the  poore  Poets ,  for  ought  lean 
yet  learne,  they  are  thefe.  Firft,  that  there  beeing 
manie  other  more  frutefull  knowledges ,  a  man 
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might  better  fpend  his  time  in  them ,  then  in  this. 
Secondly  >that  it  is  the  mother  of  lyes  .Thirdly,  that 
it  is  the  nurfe  of  abu(e,infe£ting  vs  with  many  pefti- 
lent  defires ,  with  a  Sirens  (weetnefle,  drawing  the 
minde  to  the  Serpents  taile  of  fmfull  faniies;  and 
herein  efpecially  Comedies  giue  the  largeft  field  to 
eare,as  Chancer  faith,how  both  in  other  nations  and 
in  ours,  before  Poets  did  ("often  vs ,  we  were  full  of 
couragegiue  to  martial  exerci(es,thepillcrs  of  man- 
like libertie, and  not  lulled  a  (leepe  in  lhadie  idlenes, 
with  iVcfrpaftimcs.  And  laftly  and  chiefly, they  cry 
out  with  open  mouth  as  if  they  had  ouerfliot  Robin- 
bood,that  Plato  banifhed  them  out  of  his  Common- 
wealth. Truly  this  is  much,  if  there  be  much  truth 
in  it.Firft  to  the  firft.T  hat  a  man  might  better  fpend 
his  time ,  is  a  reafon  indeed :  but  it  doth  as  they  fay, 
but  petere  principium.  For  if  it  be,  as  I  affirme,  that 
no  learning  is  fo  good,  as  that  which  teacheth  and 
moueth  to  vertue,and  that  none  can  both  teach  and 
mouethereto  fo  much  as  Poe/iey  then  is  the  conclu- 
fion  manifeft ;  that  incke  and  paper  cannot  be  to  a 
more  profitable  purpofe  imployed.  And  certainly 
though  a  man  (hould  graunt  their  firftaflumption, 
it  (houldfollow (meethinks)  very  vnwillingly,  that 
good  is  not  good,  becaufe  better  is  better.  But  I  ftill 
and  vtterly  deny,  that  there  is  fprung  out  of  earth  a 
more  frukfull  knowledge.  To  the  fecond  therfore, 
that  they  (hould  be  the  principall  lyers,  I  anfwere 
Paradoxically  ,but  truly, I  think  truly :  that  of  all  wri- 
ters vnder  the  Sunne,  the/Vrtistheleaftlyer :  and 
though  he  wold,as  a  Poet  can  fcarcely  be  a  Iyer.The 
AHronomer  with  his  coufin  the  Geometrician  ,  can 
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hardly  efcape,  when  ihcy  take  vpon  them  to  mea- 
fure  the  height  of  the  ftarres.How  often  thinke  you 
do  the  Phifittans  lie ,  when  they  aucrre  things  good 
for  ficknefles,  which  afterwards  fend  chxron  a  great 
number  of  foules  drowndinapotion  3  before  they 
come  to  his  Ferrier'  And  no  lefle  ofthe  reft ,  which 
take  vpon  them  to  affirme.  Now  for  the  Poet  ,hc  no- 
thing affirmeth,  and  therefore  nenerlieth :  for  as  I 
take  it ,  to  lie,is  to  affirme  that  to  bee  true ,  which  is 
f  alfe.  So  as  the  other  ArttHes^  and  efpecially  the  Hi- 
^ra;^ affirming  manie things,  can  inthcclowdic 
knowledge  of  mankindchardly  efcape  from  manic 
lies. But  the  Poet  as  I  faid  beforcneuer  afrirmeth,the 
P^tfneuermaketh  any  Circles  about  your  imagina- 
tion coniure  you  to  beleeue  for  true,what  he  wri- 
teth.heciteth  not  authorities  of  other  hiftories, but 
eu  e  for  his  entrie,calleth  the  fweete  Mufes  to  infpire 
vnto  him  a  good  inuention.In  troth, not  laboring  to 
tel  you  what  is,or  is  not,but  what  fhould,or  fhould 
not  be.  And  therefore  though  he  recount  things  not 
true,  yetbecaufehetelleththcmnot  fortrue,  he  li- 
eth  not :  without  we  will  fay , that  Nathan  lied  in  his 
fpeech  before  alleaged  to  Dauidt  which  as  a  wicked 
man  durft  fcarce  fay  ,fo  think  I  none  fo  fimple,  wold 
fay, that  Efope  lied, in  the  tales  of  his  beaftsrfor  who 
thinketh  that  Efope  wrote  it  for  a&ually  true,  were 
wel  worthie  to  haue  his  name  Cronided  among  the 
bcafts  he  writeth  of.  What  childe  is  there,that  com- 
mingtoaplay,and  (cemgTbebes  written  in  great  let- 
ters vpon  an  old  doore,  doth  beleeue  that  it  \iThe~ 
bes?  Ifthen  a  man  can  arriucto  thechildesage,  to 
know  that  the  Poets  perlbnsand  dooings,  are  but 
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pt&ureSjWhat  fhould  be,and  not  ftorics  what  haue 
bin,  they  will  neuer  giue  the  lie  to  things  not  Afflr- 
matiuely,  but  Aliegorically  and  liguratiuely  writ- 
ten y  and  therefore  as  in  hiftorie looking  for  truth, 
they  may  go  away  full  fraught  with  falihood  :  So 
in  Poejie,  looking  but  for  ri&ion  ,  they  fhall  vfe  the 
narration  hut  as  an  imaginatiue  groundplat  of  a 
profitable inuention. But  hereto  is  replied,  that  the 
Poets  giue  names  to  men  they  write  of,  which  ar- 
guetli  a  conceit  of  an  a&uall  truth,  and  fonot  be- 
ing true  ,  prooueth  a  falfhood  .  And  dooth  the 
Livwier  lye,  then  whenvnder  thenamesof  lohnot 
the  Stile,  and  lohn  of  the  Nokes ,  hee  putteth  his 
Cafe  ?  But  that  is  eafily  anfwered  ,  their  naming 
of  men,  is  but  to  make  their  pidure  the  more  liue- 
ly ,  and  not  to  build  anie  Hiftorie.  Painting  men, 
they  cannot  leaue  men  nameleile  :  wee  fee  ,  wee 
cannot  plaie  at  Cheftes,  but  that  wee  muft  giue 
names  to  our  ChefTemcn  •  and  yet  meethinkes  he 
were  a  verie  partiall  Champion  of  truth  ,t  hat  would 
fay  wee  lyed,  for  giuing  a  peece  of  wood  the  re- 
uerende  title  of  a  Bifhop .  The  iWnamethCy- 
rws  and  Aeneas ,  no  other  way ,  then  to  fhewe 
what  men  of  their  fames ,  fortunes ,  and  eftates, 
fhould  doo.  Their  third  is,  how  much  it  abu- 
feth  mens  wit,  training  it  to  wanton  finfulnefie, 
and  luftfuil  lone.  For  indeed  that  is  the  principal! 
if  not  onelyabufe,  lean  heare  all  eadged.  They  fay 
the  Comedies  rather  teach  then  reprehend  amorous 
coceits.  They  fay  the  Lirkk  is  larded  with  pafrionat 
Sonets,  the  Elegiackwceys  the  want  of  his  miftreile, 
and  that  euento  the  HeroicaljCupidhzth  ambitioufly 
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dimed.  Alas  Lone,  I  would  thoucouldcftas  wel  de- 
fend thy  felfe ,  as  thou  canft  offend  others :  I  w  ould 
thofe on  w  horn  thou  doeft  attend ,  could  either  put 
thee  away,  or  yeeld  good  reafon  why  they  keepc 
thee.  But  grant  loue  of  bewtieto  be  a  beaftly  fault, 
although  k  be  veriehard ,  fincc  onely  man  and  no 
bead  hath  that  gift  to  difceme  bewtie,  graunt  that 
loueiy  name  of  louetodeferue  all  liatcfull  repro- 
chcs,  although  euen  fome  of  my  maifters  the  Philo- 
fopb.rs  fpentagood  deale  of  their  Lampoyle  in  fet- 
titig  foorth  the  exceilencie  of  it,  graunt  I  fay,  what 
they  will  haue  graunted,  that  not  onelie  loue,  but 
In  ft,  but  vanitie ,  but  if  they  lift  fcurrilitie,  poflfeflc 
manie  leanes  of  the  Poets  bookes ,  yet  thinke  I, 
when  this  is  graunted,  they  will  finde  their  fen- 
tence  may  with  good  manners  put  the  laft  words 
foremoft ;  and  not  fay ,  that  Poetrie  abufeth  mans 
wit,  but  that  mans  wit  abufeth  Poetrie.  For  I  will 
not  denie  ,  but  that  mans  wit  may  make  Poejie^ 
which  (hould  be  e***«**«.  which  fome  learned  haue 
defined  figuring  foorth  good  things  to  be  ^w^' 
which  doth  contrariwifeinfedt  thefancie  with  vn- 
woonhie  obiedfc ,  as  the  Painter  fhould  giue  to 
the  eye  either  fome  excellent  perfpe&iuc,  or  fome 
fine  Pi&ure  fit  for  building  or  fortification ,  or 
containing  in  it  fome  notable  example,  as  Abra- 
ham facrificmo  his  fbnne  Ifaack>  lndith  killing  Ho- 
lefemes y  David fighting  with  Gol/as^mzy  leaue  tnofe, 
and  plcafe  an  ill  pleafed  eye  with  wanton  fhewes 
of  be  terh':ddematters.Butwhar,maltheabufeofa 
thing,make  the  right  vfe  odious?  Nay  truly  though 
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I  yeeld,that  P/v/fe  may  notonely  be  abufed,  but  that 
being  abufed  by  thereafon  of  his  fweete  charming 
force,  it  can  do  more  hurt  then  anie  other  armie  of 
words :  yet  lhall  it  be  fo  farre  from  concluding,  that 
the  abufe  mould  giue  reproach  to  the  abufed ,  that 
cotrariwife,it  is  a  good  reafon,  that  whatfoeuer  be- 
ing abufed, doth  moft  harme,being  rightly  vfed  (and 
vpon  the  right  vfe,  ech  thing  receiues  his  title)  doth 
moft  good.  Do  we  not  fee  skill  of  Phificke  the  beft 
ramper  to  our  often  aflaultedbodies,being  abufed, 
teach  poyfonthe  moft  violent  deftroyer  ?  Doth  not 
knowledge  of  Law,  whofe  end  is ,  to  euen  &  right 
all  things,  being  abufed, grow  the  crooked  fofterer 
ofhorribleiniuries?Dothnot(togotothehigheft) 
Gods  word  abufed,  breede  herefie ,  and  his  namea- 
bufed,becomeblafphemie?  Truly  a  Needle  cannot 
do  much  hurt,and  as  truly  (with  leaue  of  Ladies  be 
it  fpoken)  it  cannot  do  much  good .  With  a  fwoord 
thou  maift  kill  thy  Father,  and  with  a  fwoord  thou 
maift  defende  thy  Prince  and  Countrey :  fo  that, as  in 
their  calling  ?<?#/, fathers  of  lies, they  (aid  nothing , 
fo  in  this  their  argument  of  abufe,  theyprooue  the 
commendation.  They  alledge  herewith  ,that  before 
Poets  began  to  be  in  price,  our  Nation  had  fet  their 
hearts  delight  vppon  action ,  and  not  imagination, 
rather  doing  things  worthie  to  be  written,  the  wri- 
ting things  nt  to  be  done.     What  thatbeforetime 
was,  I  think  (carcdySpinx  can  tell:  fincenomeme- 
rie  is  fo  ancient ,  that  hath  not  th  e  precedens  ofPoe- 
trie.  And  certain  it  is,that  in  our  plaineft  homelines, 
yet  neuer  was  the  Albion  Nation  without  Poetrie, 
Marry  this  Argument,  though  it  beleuiled  againft 
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Poetrie,  yet  is  it  indeed  a  chain- (hot  againft  all  lear- 
ning or  bookifhnes,as  they  commonly  terme  it.  Of 
flich  mind  werecertaineGto^,  of  whom  it  is  writ- 
ten,that  hauing  in  the  fpoile  of  a  famous  Cittie,  ta- 
ken a  (aire  Librarie,  one  hangman  belike  fit  to  exe- 
cute the  frutes  of  their  wits,  who  had  murthereda 
great  number  of  bodies,  wouldehauefetfire  in  it. 
No  faid  an  other  verie  grauely,take  heed  what  you 
do,  for  while  they  are  bufi  e  about  thofe  toyes,  wee 
(hall  with  more  leifure  conquere  their  Countries. 
This  indeed  is  the  ordinarie  dodtrine  of  ignorance, 
and  many  words  fometimes  I  haue  heard  fpent  in 
itrbut  bicaufe  this  reafon  is  generally  againft  al  lear- 
ning,as  wel  as  Poetrie^  rather  all  learning  but  Poe- 
fr?f,bccaufe  it  were  too  large  a  digrefsion  to  handle 
it,  or  at  leaft  toofuperfluous,(ince  it  is  manifeft  that 
allgouernmentof  aclion  is  to  be  gotten  by  know- 
ledge, and  knowledge  beft,  by  gathering  manie 
knowledges, which  is  reading- 1  onely  with  Horace, 
to  him  that  is  of  that  opinion,  lubiojlultumeffeliben- 
ter:  for  as  for  Poetrie  it  felfe ,  it  is  the  freeft  from  this 
obieclion,  for  Poetrie  is  the  Companion  of  Camps. 
Idarevndertake,Or/d»^^#rA?y^,orhoneftking^r- 
thure ,  will  neuer  difpleafe  a  fouldier :  but  the  quid- 
ditie  of  Ens  &  Prima,  materiayw\\\  hardly  agree  with 
a  Corcelet.  And  therefore  as  I  faid  in  the  beginning, 
exienTurkesznd  Tartars,  are  delighted  with  Poets. 
Homer  a  Creekey  flonri  (lied, before  Greece  flourifhed  : 
and  if  to  a  flight  conie&ure  ,  aconie&uremay  bee 
appofed,  truly  it  may  feem,that  as  by  him  their  lear- 
ned me  tooke  almoft  their  firft  light  of  knowledge, 
lo  their  a<5Uue  men,  receiued  their  firft  motions  of 
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courage.  Onely  Alexanders  example  may  feme, 
who  by  Plutarche  is  accounted  ofTuch  venue,  that 
fortune  was  not  his  guide ,  but  his  footeftoole, 
whole  Ads  fpeake  for  him,  though  Plutarche  did 
notrindeede  the  Ph&nix  of  warlike  Princes.  This 
Alexander ,  left  his  Schoolemailter  lining  Ari- 
ftotlc  behinde  him  ,  but  tooke  dead  Homer  with 
him.  Heeput  thePhilofopherC4///#^rttodeath, 
for  his  feeming  Philofophicall ,  indeed  mutinous 
ftubbornnefle,  but  the  chiefs  thing  hee  was  euer 
h  sard  to  with  for,  was,  that  Homer  had  bene  aliue. 
Hee  well  founde  hee  recciued  more  brauerie  of 
minde  by  the  paterne  o(  Achilles^  then  by  hearing 
the  definition  of  fortitude.  And  therefore  if  Ca- 
to  mifliked  Fulu'ws  for  carrying  Enriw  with  him 
to  the  field,  It  maybeanfwered,  that  if  Cato  mifli- 
ked it ,  the  Noble  Fulu'm  liked  it ,  or  elfe  he  had 
not  done  it ;  for  it  was  not  the  excellent  Cato  vti- 
cenck,  whofe  aurhoritie  I  would  much  morehauc 
reuerenced  :  But  it  was  the  former ,  in  truth  a  bit- 
ter punimer  of  faultes ,  but  elfe  a  man  that  had  ne- 
uer  facrinced  to  the  Graces.  Hee  mifliked  and  cri- 
ed out  againft  all  Greeke  learning,  and  yet  being 
foure  fcore  yeares  olde  beganne  to  learne  it ,  be- 
like fearing  that  Pluto  vnderftood  not  Latine.  In- 
deed rhe  Rom.ine  lawes  allowed  no  perfon  to  bee 
carried  to  the  wanes ,  but  hee  that  was  in  the  foul- 
diers  Ro!e.  And  therefore  though  CVrfvm-ifiikcd 
hisvnmuftred  perfon,  he  mifliked  nothisworkc. 
And  if  hee  had,  Sc'tfio  Nafica  (iudged  by  common 
content  the  beft  Romane)  loued  him :  botji  the  other 
Seifio  brothers,  who  had  by  their  venues  noletfe 
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furnamesthen  of  o</w  and  ^rfffmkejolovicd  him, 
that  they  caufed  his  bodie  to  be  buried  in  their  Se- 
pulture. SoasCatoes  authoritiebeeing  but  againft 
his  perfon  ,  and  that  anfvvered  with  fo  farre  grea- 
ter then  himfelfe,  is  herein  of  no  validitie.  But 
now  indeede  my  burthen  is  great,  that  Plate  his 
name  islaide  vppon  mee,  whom  I  muftconfetTe 
of  all  Pkilofophers,  I  haueeuerefteemedmoftwor- 
thieofreuerence;  and  with  good  reafon,  iinceof 
all  Phdofophers  heeis  the  molt  Poeticdi:  yet  if  hee 
will  delilethefountaineout  of  which  his  flowing 
ftreames  haue  proceeded,  let  vs  boldly  examine 
with  what  reafons  hee  did  it .  Firft  truly  a  man 
might  malicioufly  obie£t,  that  Plato  being  a  Philo- 
fepber,  was  a  natnrall  enemy  of  Poets.  For  indeede 
after  the  Phdofophers  had  picked  out  of  the  fweete 
mifteries  ofPoetrie,  the  right  difcerning  true  points 
of  knowledge:  they  foorthwith  putting  it  in  me- 
thode,  and  making  a  Schoole  Art  of  that  which  the 
Poets  did  onely  teach  by  a  diuine  delightfulnes,  be- 
ginning tofpurne  at  theirguides,  like  vngratefull 
Prentices,  were  not  content  to  fet  vp  (hop  for  them- 
fclues,  but  fought  by  all  meanes  todifcredit  their 
maifters,  which  by  the  force  of  delight  being  bar- 
red them,  the leflethey  could  ouerthrow  them,the 
more  they  hated  them.  For  indeed  they  found  for 
//<wzw,feuen  Cities  ftraue  who  fhould  haue  him  foe 
their  Cittizen,  where  many  Cities  bani  fried  Pbilofo- 
fibers,  asnotfit  members  to  line  among  them.  For 
onely  rep-eating  certaine  of  Euripides  verfes-,  ma- 
ny K^itheniens  had  their  Hues  faued  of  the  Sira- 
cufam*  where  the  '^Jtheniens  themfelues  thought 
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many  Philofophers  vnworthie  to  line.  Certainc  P$- 
ets,as  Simmides,  and  Pindarus  yhzd  (o  preuailed  with 
fliero  the  [\rf\,  that  of  a  Tyrant  they  madehimainft 
King :  where  Plato  could  do  fo  little  with  Diomfius* 
that  he  himlelfc  of  a  Philofopher ,  was  made  a  flaue. 
But  who  fhonld  do  thus,  Iconfe'Te  Ihonld  requite 
the  obiedions  made  againft /^j  ,  with  like  cauil- 
lations  againft  Philofophers  :  as  likevvife  one  fhonld 
do ,  that  ihonld  bid  one  read  Phxdrus  or  Simpofmm 
in  Plato,  or  the  difcourfe  of  loue  in  Plut.irch,znd  fee 
whether  any  Poet  do  authorife  abhominablefilthi- 
nefleastheydoo.  Againe,amanmightaske,out  of 
what  Common-wealth  Plato  doth  banifh  them  ,  in 
footh,  thence  where  hehimfelfeallowethcommu- 
nitie  of  women.  So  as  belike  this  banifhment  grew 
not  for  effeminate  wantonneffe ,  fince  little  fhould 
Poetical  Sonnets  be  hurtful,whena  man  might  haue 
what  woman  he  lifted.  But  I  honor  Philofophreall 
inftrudtions,  and  blefle  the  wits  which  bred  them: 
fo  as  they  b e  not  abufed ,  which  is  likew  ife  ftretched 
to  Poetrie.  S.  Paul  himfelfe  fets  a  watch-word  vppon 
Philofophie ,  indeed  vppon  the  abufe.  So  doth  Piatt 
vppon  the  abufe, not  vpon  Poetrie.  Plato  found  fault 
that  the  Poettes  of  his  time,  filled  the  worlde  with 
wrng  opinions  of  the  Gods ,  making  light  tales  of 
that  vnfpotted  effence  ^  and  therfore  wold  not  haue 
the  youth  depraued  with  fuch  opinions :  heercin 
may  much  be  faid ;  let  this  fuffice.The  Poets  did  not 
induce  fuch  opinions ,  but  did  imitate  thofe  opini- 
ons alreadie  induced.  For  all  thcGreeke  ftories  can 
well  teftificthat  the  verie  religio  of  that  time,ftood 
vpon  many,and  many  fafhioned  Gods  .-Not  taught 

fo 
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fo  by  Poets \  but  followed  according  to  their  nature 
of  imitation.  Who  lift  may  read  in  Plutarch,  the  dif- 
courfes  of  ifts  and  oftris ,  of  the  caufe  why  Oracles 
ceafcd,ofthe  diuine  prouidence,&  fee  whether  the 
Theology  of  that  nationhood  not  vpon  fuch  dreams, 
which  the  Poets  indeede  fuperftitioufly  obferued. 
And  truly  fincethey  had  not  the  light  of  Chrift,did 
much  better  in  it,thenthe  Phtlofophers, who  (haking 
off fuperftition, brought  in  Athetfme.PLto  therfore, 
whofe  authoritie,  I  had  much  rather  iuftly  cofture, 
thenvniuftlyrefift:  mentnotingenerallof^^,  in 
thofe  words  of  which  Julius  Scaliger  faith ;  Qua.  au- 
thor it  Ate  barbari  quidam  atq ;  hifpidt  abnti  veltnt  adpoe- 
tase  rep.  Exigendos. But  only  ment  rodriue  out  thofe 
wrong  opinions  of  the  Deitie :  wherof  now  with- 
out further  faw,Cbriftiamtie  hath  taken  away  all  the 
hurtful  beliefe,perchance  as  he  thought  nourifhed 
by  then  efteemed  Poets.  And  a  man  need  go  no  fur- 
ther then  to  Plato  himfelfe  to  knowe  his  meaning: 
who  in  his  Dialogue  called  ion ,  giueth  high ,  and 
rightly,  diuine  commendation  vnto  Poetrte.  So  as 
P/^baniftiingtheabufe,  not  the  thing,  not  bani- 
fhing  it,  but  giuing  due  honour  to  it ,  f  hall  be  our 
Patron,  and  not  our  aduerfarie.  For  indeed ,  I  had 
much  rarher,  fincetruly  I  may  do  it,  (hew  their  rni- 
ftaking  of  Platoy  vndcr whofe  Lyons  skinne,  they 
would  makean  Aflike  braying  againfl  P^/7r,  then 
goabout  to  ouerthrow  his  authoritie ;  whomethe 
wifera  man  is ,  the  more  iuft  caufe  he  fhall  finde  to 
haue  in  admiration  refpecially  iince  he  attributeth 
vnto  Voef?ey  more  then  my  (dfedo ;  namely,  tobe  a 
vcrieinfpinngofa  diuine  force,  farre  aboue  mans 
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wit>as  in  the  forenamed  Dialogue  is  apparent.  Of 
the  other  fide, who  would  (hew  the  honours  haue 
bene  by  the  beft  fort  of  iudgements  graunted  them, 
a  whole  fea  of  examples  woulde  prefent  them- 
felues j  Alexanders ,  Cafarsy  Sctpwes ,  all  fauourers 
of  Poets:  L&litu,  called  thcRomane  Socrateshim- 
fclfe  a  Poet  ^  (o  as  part  of  Heautontimoroumenon  in 
Terence,  was  fuppofed  to  bee  made  by  him.  And 
euen  the  Greeke  Socrates ,  whome  Appollo  con- 
firmed to  bee  the  onely  wife  man ,  is  faid  to  haue 
fpent  part  of  his  olde  time  in  putting  Efopes  Fa- 
bles into  verfes.  And  therefore  full  euill  (hould 
it  become  his  fcholler  Plato,  to  put  fuch  words  in 
his  maifters  mouth  againft  Poets.  But  what  needs 
more  f  Anttctle  writes  the  Arte  of  Vcef;e ,  and 
why,  if  it  fhould  not  bee  written?  Plurarcbe  tea- 
cheth  the  vfe  to  bee  gathered  of  them,  and  how, 
if  they  fhould  not  bee  reade  ?  And  who  reades 
Pint  arches  either  Hiftorie  or  Pbtbfophie>  fhall  finde 
hee  trimmeth  both  their  garments  with  gardes  of 
Poefie.  But  I  lift  not  to  defend  Poefte  with  the  helpe 
of  his  vnderling  Hiftoriographie .  Let  it  fufHce  to 
haue  fhewed,  it  is  a  fit  foyle  for  praife  to  dwell  vp- 
pon  :  and  what  difpraife  may  fet  vppon  it ,  is  ei- 
ther eaii  ly  ouercomcor  transformed  into  iuft  com- 
mendation. So  that  (ince  the  excellencies  of  it, 
may  bee  fo  eafilyand  fo  iuftly  confirmed,  and  the 
lowe creeping  obied ions  fo  foone  trodden  downe, 
it  not  beeing  an  Art  of  lyes,  but  of  truedo&rine; 
not  ofeffbeminatenefle,  but  of  notable  ftirring  of 
courage;  not  of abufing  mans  wit.but  of  ftrengthe- 
ntng  mans  wit^not  bani(hed,but  honored  by  Plato^ 

Let 
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Let  vs  rather  plant  more  Lawrels  for  to  ingarland 
the  Poets  heads  (which  honor  of  being  Lawrcate, 
as  beiides  them  oncly  triumphant  Captaines  were, 
is  a  fufticient  authoritie  to  fhewe  the  price  they 
ought  to  bee  held  in)  then fufYer the  ill  fauoured 
breath  of  fuch  wrong  fpeakers  once  to  blow  vp- 
pon  the  cleare  fprings  of  Poefte.  But  fince  Ihaue 
runne  fo  long  a  Carrier  in  this  matter,  methinkcs 
before  I  giue  my  penne  a  full  ftoppe ,  it  (hall  be 
but  a  litlc  more  loft  time,  to  enquire  why  England 
the  Mother  of  excellent  mindes  (hould  be  growne 
fo  hard  a  ftepmother  to  Poets,  who  certainely  in 
wit  ought  to  pa'iTe  all  others ,  fince  all  onely  pro- 
ceedes  from  their  wit,  beeing  indeed  makers  of 
themfelucs,  not  takers  of  others.  How  can  I  but 
exclaime.  CMufi  mthi  caufts  memoria  quo  numine 
U/oy  Swecte  Poefte  that  hath  aunciently  had  Kings, 
Empcrours ,  Senatours ,  great  Captaines ,  fuch  as 
befides  a  thoufandes  others,  Dauid,  Adrian,  So. 
phocles,  Germanic  us,  woi  onelie  tofauour  Poets,  but 
to  bee  Poets:  and  of  our  nearer  times,  can  prefent 
for  her  Patrons ,  a  Robert  King  oiScUtll,  the  great 
King  Fraunces  of  Fraunce,  King  lames  of  Scotland-^ 
fuch  Cardinalls  as  Bernbus ,  and  Bibiena ;  fuche  fa- 
mous Preachers  and  Teachers ,  as  Beza  and  CMe- 
hnchthon  ;  fo  learned  Phtlofophers  ,  as  Fracasto- 
fim  ,  and  Scaliger  ^  fo  great  Orators,  as  Pont  anus, 
and  cMuretus ;  fo  pearcing  wits ,  as  George  Bucha- 
nan ;  fo  graue  Counfailours ,  as  befides  manic, 
but  before  all  ,  that  Hofpitall  of  Fraunce  ^  then 
whome  I  thinke  that  Realme  neuer  brought  forth 
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a  more  accomplished  iudgement,more  firmly  bull- 
dcd  vpo  vertue:  I  fay  thcfe  with  numbers  of  others, 
not  oncly  to  read  others  Poefies,  but  topoetife  for  o- 
thers  reading  ;  that  P^  thus  embraced  in  all  other 
places,  (hould  onely  findeinourtime  a  hard  wel- 
come in  England.  I  thinke  the  verie  earth  laments  it, 
and  therefore  deckes  our  foyle  with  fewer  Lawrels 
then  it  was  accuftomed. For  heretofore,  Poetshmt 
in  England  alfo  flourimed  :  and  which  is  to  be  no- 
ted,euen  in  thofetimes  when  the  Trumpet  olMars 
did  fonnd  lowdeft.  And  now  that  an  ouer  faint  qui- 
etneflfe  ftiould  feeme  to  ftrowethehoufefor  Poets.. 
They  arealmoft  in  as  good  reputation,as  the  Moun- 
tebanckes  at  Fenice.Truly  euen  that,as  of  the  one  fide 
hgiueth  great  praifeto  Poefie,  which  \ikcFenw(but 
to  better  purpofe)  had  rather  be  troubled  in  the  net 
with  CMars,ihca  enioy  the  homely  quiet  ofFulcan* 
So  ferueth  it  for  a  peece  of  a  reafo,  why  they  are  leflc 
eratefullto  idle  England, which  now  can  fcarce  en- 
dure the  paine  of  a  penne.Vponthis  neceflfarily  fol- 
low eth,that  bafe  men  with  feruill  wits  vndenake  itt 
who  thinke  it  inough  if  they  can  be  rewarded  of  the 
Printenand  fo  as  Epaminandas  h  faid  with  the  honor 
ofhisvertuetohauemadcanOffice.byhis  exerci- 
fing  it,  which  before  was  contemtible ,  to  become 
highly  refpe&ed :  fo  thefe  men  no  more  but  fetting 
their  names  to  it,  by  their  own  difgracefulnefle,  diu 
gracethe  molt  gracefull  Poesie.  For  now  as  if  all  the 
CMufes  were  got  with  childe,  to  bring  forth  baftard 
Poets :  without  any  commifsion,they  do  pafleouer 
the  Bankes  of  Helicon ,  till  they  make  the  Readers 
more  wearie  then  Poft-horfes :  while  in  the  meane 
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time,  they  £ueis  meliore  lutojfnxit  pfMordiaTitan, 
are  better  content  tofuppreuethc  out-flowings  of 
their  wit,then  by  publishing  them,to  be  accounted 
Knights  ofthe  fame  order.  But  I  that  before  euer  I 
durftafpirevntothedignitie,  am  admitted  into  the 
companieofthe  Paper -blurrers ,  do  finde  the  vcrie 
true  caufe  of  our  wanting  eftimation,is  want  of  de- 
fen,  taking  vppon  vs  to  be  Poets  Jm  defpite  of  Pallas, 
Now  wherein  wewantdefert,  were  a  thankwoor- 
thie  labour  toexprefle.  But  if  I  knew  I  (hould  haue 
mended  my  feife,  but  as  I  neuer  defired  the  title,  (o 
haue  I  negle&ed  the  meanes  to  come  by  it ,  onely 
ouer-maftered  by  fome  thoughts,I  yeelded  an  inc- 
kie  tribute  vnto  them.  Marriethey  that  delight  in 
Poefie  it  fclfe,  (hould  feek  to  know  what  they  do,and 
how  they  do:  and  efpecially  looke  themfelues  in  an 
vnflattering  glafle  of  reafon ,  if  they  be  enelinable 
vntoft.  For  P*v//i?muftnotbedrawneby  the  eares, 
it  muft  be  gently  led ,  or  rather  it  muft  lead ,  which 
was  partly  the  caufe  thatmadethe  auncient  learned 
affirme,it  was  a  diuine  gift  &  no  humane  skil^fince 
all  other  knowledges  lie  readie  for  ante  that  haue 
ftrength  of  wit :  A  Poet  no  induftrie  can  make,if  his 
ov/neGenius  be  not  carried  into  it.  And  therefore  is 
an  old  Prouerbe ,  Or  at  or  ft,  P&tanafcitnr.  Yet  con- 
confefle  Ialwaies,  that  as  the  fertileft  ground  muft 
be  manured,  (o  muft  the  higheft  flying  wit  haue  a 
Dedal  us  to  guide  him.  That  Dedal tts  they  fay  both  in 
this  and  in  other,  harh  three  wrings  to  beare  it  felfe 
vpinto  the  aire  of  due  commendation ;  that  is  Art, 
Imitation,  and  Exercife.  But  thefe  neither  Artifici- 
all  Rules,  nor  imitatiue  paternes,wemuch  comber 
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flowers,and  then  we  muft  bcleeue  the  ftage  to  be  a 
garden.  By  and  by  we  heare  nevves  of  fhipwrack  in 
the  lame  place,  then  we  are  too  blame  if  we  accept 
it  not  for  a  Rock.  Vpon  the  back  of  that,comes  out  a 
hidious  monfter  with  tire  and  fmoke,  and  then  the 
miferable  beholders  are  bound  to  take  it  for  a  Caue: 
while  in  the  meanetime two  Armies  flie  in,  repre- 
fented  with  fourefwords  &  bucklers,and  the  what 
hard  hart  wil  not  receiue  it  for  a  pitched  field. Now 
of  time,they  are  much  more  liberall.  For  ordinarie 
it  is,that  two  yoong  Princes  fall  in  loue,  after  many 
trauerfes  (he  is  got  with  childe ,  deliuered  of  a  faire 
boy :  he  is  loft,  groweth  a  man ,  falleth  in  loue,  and 
isreadietogetan  other  childe,  and  all  this  in  two 
houres  fpace :  which  howe  abfurd  it  is  in  fence ,  e- 
uen  fence  may  imagine  :  and  Arte  hath  taught, 
and  all  auncient  examples  iuftified  ,  and  at  this 
day  the  ordinarie  players  in  ltdie  will  not  erre  in. 
Yet  will  fome  bring  in  an  example  of  Eunucke  in 
Terence,  that  conteineth  matter  of  two  dayes,  yet  far 
fhortoftwentieyeares.  Trueitis  ,andfowasitto 
be  played  in  two  dayes,  andfo  fitted  to  the  time  it 
fet  foorth.  And  though  Plant  us  haue  in  one  place 
done-ami{Te,let  vs  hit  it  with  him,&  notmiflewith 
him.But  they  will  fay , how  then  fhall  we  fet  foorth 
aftoric,  which  contains  both  many  places,  and  ma- 
ny times  ?  And  do  they  not  know  that  a  Tragidie  is 
tied  to  the  lawes  of  Poejie  and  not  of  Hiftorie :  not 
boundeto  follow  the  ftorie,  but  hauing  libertie  ei- 
ther to  faine  a  quite  new  matter,  or  to  frame  the  Hi- 
ftorie to  the  moft  Tragicall  conueniencie.  Againe, 
many  things  may  be  told  which  cannot  be  (hewed  : 
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if  they  know  the  difference  betwixt  reporting  and 
repr dentin g.  As  for  example,l  may  fpeake  though  I 
am  here,of  Peru, and  infpeech  digrelfefrom  that,to 
the  defcription  oiColecut :  But  in  adtion,I  cannot  re- 
prefent  it  without  Pocolets  Horfe.    And  fo  was  the 
manner  the  Auncients tooke,  by  fome  Nuntitu^to 
recount  things  done  in  former  time  or  other  place. 
Laftly,  if  they  willreprefentan  Hiftorie,theymuft 
not  (as  Horace  faith )  beginne  ab  0/w,but  theymuft 
come  to  the  principall  poynte  of  that  one  aclion 
which  they  will  reprefent.    By  example  this  will 
be  beft  exprefled.    I  haue  a  ftorie  of  yoong  Poli- 
dorm,  deliuercd  for  fafetiesfake  with  great  riches, 
by  his  Father  Prtamus  ,   to  Polminester  King  of 
Thrace ,  in  the  Troy  an  warrc  time.    He  after  fome 
yeares,  hearing  trie  ouerthrowe  of  Prtamus  y  for 
to  make  the  treafure  his  owne,  murthereth  the 
Childe,  the  bodie  of  the  Childe  is  taken  vp,  He- 
cuba ,  fhee  the  fame  day,  findeth  a  Height  to  bee 
reuenged  .mofte  cruelly  of  the  Tyrant .    Where 
nowe  would  one  of  our  Tragedie  writers  begin, 
butwiththedeliuerieoftheChilde?Then  mould 
hee  faileouer  into  Thrace ,  and  fo  fpende  I  know 
nor  howe  many  yeares ,  and  trauaile  numbers  of 
places.     But  where  dooth  Euriptdes  ?  cuen  with 
the  rinding  of  the  bodie ,  the  reft  leaning  to  beto!d 
by  the  fpirite  of  Polidorus  .    This  needes  no  fur- 
ther to  bee  enlarged ,  the  dulleft  witre  may  con- 
ceiue  it  .     But  befides  thefe  grofTe  abfurdities, 
nowe  all  their  Playes  bee  neither  right  Trage- 
dies, nor  right  Comedies ,  mingling  Kinges  and 
Clownes,  not  becaufe  the  matter  fo  carrieth  it,  but 
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thruft  in  the  Clownc  by  head  and  (houlders  to  play 
a  part  in  maiefticall  matters ,  with  neither  decen- 
cie  nor  difcretion  :  fo  as  neither  the  admiration 
and  Commiseration,  nor  the  right  fportfulnefle  is 
by  their  mongrellTragicomedie  obtained.  I  know 
x^yipuleifts  did  fomewhat  fo  ,  but  that  is  a  thing 
recounted  with  fpacc  of  time,  not  reprefentcd  in 
one  moment :  and  I  knowe  the  Auncients  haue 
one  or  two  examples  of  Tragicomedies,  as  Plau- 
tw  hath  \^£mfhitrio;    But  if  we  marke  them  well, 
wee  (hall  finde  that  they  neuer  or  verie  daintily 
matche  home  Pipes  and  Funeralls.    So  falleth  it 
out,  that  hauing  indeed  no  right  Comedie  in  that 
Comicall  part  of  ourTragidie,  wee  hane  nothing 
but  fcurrillitie  vnwoorthie  of  anie  chafte  eares, 
or  fome  extreame  fhewe  of  doltifhnetTc,  indeede 
fit  to  lift  vp  a  loude  laughter  and  nothing  elfe: 
where  the  whole  trad  of  a  Comedie  fhould  be 
full  of  delight,  as  the  Tragidie  (Viouid  bee  ftiil 
maintained  in  a  well  raifed  admiration.    But  our 
Comedients  thinke  there  is  no  delight  without 
laughter,  which  is  verie  wrong,  for  though  laugh- 
ter may  come  with  delight,  yet  commeth  it  not 
of  delight,  as  though  delight  (hould  bethecaufe 
of  laughter.    But  well  may  one  thing  breed  both 
togither.    Nay  rather  in  themfelues,  they  haue  as 
it  were  a  kinde  of  contrarietie  :  For  delight  wee 
fcarcely  doo  ,  but  in  thinges  that  haue  a  conue- 
niencie  to  our  felues ,  or  to  the  generall  nature : 
Laughter  almott  euer  commeth  of  thinges  mofte 
difproportioned  to  our  felues ,  and  nature.    De- 
light 
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light  hath  a  ioy  in  it  either  permanent  or  prefent. 
Laughter  hath  onely  a  fcornf  nil  tickling.    For  ex- 
ample, wee  are  rauifhed  with  delight  to  fee  a  faire 
woman ,  and  yet  are  farre  from  beeing  mooued 
to  laughter.    Wee  laugh  at  deformed  creatures, 
wherein  certainly  wee  cannot  delight.     We  de- 
light in  good  chaunces,  wee  laugh  at  mifchaun- 
ces.    We  delight  to  heare  the  happinetle  of  our 
friendes  and  Countrey  ,  at  which  hee  were  wor- 
thie  to  be  laughed  at,  that  would  laugh :  we  fhall 
contrarily  laugh  fometimes  to  finde  a  matter  quite 
miftaken,  and  goedowne  the  hill  againftthebyas, 
in  the  mouth  of  feme  fueh  men  as  for  the  refpeft 
of  them,  one  fhall  be  hartily  forie,  he  cannot  chufc 
but  laugh,  and  fo  is  rather  pained,  then  delighted 
With  laughter.    Yet  denie  I  not,  but  that  they 
may  goe  welltoghher  ,  for  as  in  Alexanders  pic- 
ture well  fet  out,  wee  delight  without  laughter, 
and  in  twentiemadde  Antiques,  wee  laugh  with- 
out delight  .     So  in  Hercules ,  painted  with  his 
great  beard  and  furious  countenaunce  ,  in  a  wo- 
mansattyre,  fpinning,  at  Omphales  commaunde- 
ment,  it  breeder  both  ddight  and  laughter  :  for 
the  reprefenting  of  fo  ftraunge  a  power  in  Lone, 
procures  delight ,  and  the  fcornefulnefle  of  the 
action ,  ftirreth  laughter  .     But  I  fpeake  to  this 
purpofe,  that  all  the  ende  of  the  Cornwall  part, 
bee  not  vppon  fuche  fcornefuil  matters  as  ftirrc 
laughter  onelie,  but  mixe  with  it,  that  delight- 
full  teaching  whiche  is  the  ende  of  Paepe .  And 
the  great  faulte  euen  in  that  poynt  of  laughter, 

I    2  and 


The  Defence  ofPceJie. 
and  forbidden  plainly  by  ^r/#tf/c,is,that  they  ftirre 
laughter  in  finfull  things,  which  are  rather  execra- 
ble then  ridiculous :  or  intolerable ,  which  are  ra- 
ther to  be  pitied  then  (corned. For  what  is  it  to  make 
folkes  gape  at  a  wretched  begger,  and  a  beggerly 
Gowne :  or  againft  laweof  hofpitalitie ,  to  leaftat 
ftraungers,  becaufe  they  fpeake  not  Engliflifowell 
as  we  do  ?  What  doo  w  e  learne ,  fince  it  is  certaine, 
Nilhabet  infcclixpaupertas  durim  infey£luam  quod  ri- 
dic ulos  homines  facit.But  rather  a  bufie  louing  Cour- 
tier ,  and  a  hartlefle  threatning  Thrafo  ;  a  felfe-wife 
Teeming  School emaifter,  a  wry  transformed  Tra- 
ueller :  thefe  if  we  Taw  walke  in  Stage  names,which 
we  plaie  naturally,  therein  were  delightfull  laughs 
ter,  and  teaching  delightfulnefle,  as  in  the  other 
the  Tragidies  o£ Buchanan  do  mUly  bring  foorth  a 
adiuine  admiration.  But  I  haue  laui  fried  out  too 
many  words  of  this  Play-matter;  I  do  it,  becaufe  as 
they  are  excelling  parts  ofPoefie,  (o  is  there  none  (o 
much  vfed  in  England,  and  none  can  be  more  pitti- 
fully  abufed :  which  like  an  vnmannerly  daughter, 
(hewing  a  bad  education ,  caufeth  her  mother  Poe- 
Jies  honeltie  to  be  called  in  queftion.  Other  fort  of 
Poetr'te,  almofthaue  we  none,  but  that  Lyricall  kind 
of  Songs  and  Sonets ;  which  Lord ,  if  hegaue  vs  fo 
good  mindes,  how  well  it  might  be  employ  ed,and 
with  how  heauenlyfruites,  both  priuate  and  pub- 
like, in  fingingthe  praifes  of  theimmortall  bewtie, 
the  immortall  goodnes  of  that  God,  who  giueth  vs 
hands  to  write,  and  witstoconceiue:  of  which  we 
might  wel  want  words,but  neuer  matter,of  which 
we  could  turne  our  eyes  to  nothing,but  we  fhould 
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cucr  hauenew  budding  occaiions.  But  truly  many 
of  fuch  writings  as  comevnder  the banner of vnre- 
fiftable  loue,  it  I  were  a  miftre(Te,would  neuer  per- 
fwade  mee  they  were  in  loue:  fo  coldly  they  applie 
firiefpeeches,  as  men  that  had  rather  redde  louers 
writings,  and  fo  caught  vpcertainefwellingPhra- 
fes,  which  hang togither  like  amanthatoncetolde 
methewindewas  atNorthweftandbySouth,be- 
caufe  he  would  be  fureto  name  winds  inough,thcn 
that  in  truth  they  fcele  thofe  pafsions ,  which  eafily 
as  I  thinke,  may  be  bewraied  by  that  fame  forcible- 
nefle  or  Etttrgia,  (as  the  Greeks  call  it  of  the  writer) . 
But  let  this  be  a  fuf  rlcient,  though  (hort  note ,  that 
we  mi  (Te  the  right  vfe  of  the  materiall  point  ofPcefie. 
Now  for  the  outfideofit,  which  is  words,  or  (as  I 
may  tearme  it)  Dielion,\t  is  euen  well  worfe :  fo  is  it 
that  hony- flowing  Matronc  Eloquence,  apparrelled, 
or  rather  difguifed,  in  aCourtifanlike  painted  affec- 
tation. One  time  with  fo  farrefet  words,that  many 
fceme  monfters ,  but  muft  fecme  ftraungers  to  anie 
poore  Englishman  ran  other  time  with  courfine  of 
a  letter,  as  if  they  were  bound  to  follow  the  method 
of  a  Dictionary :  an  other  time  with  figures  and  flo- 
wers, extreemly  winter-ftarued.  But  I  would  this 
fault  were  onely  peculiar  toVerfefiers,and  had  not 
as  large  poflefsio  among  Profe-Printers:  and  which 
is  to  be  meruailed  among  many  Schollers,&  which 
is  to  be  pitied  among  fomePreachers.Truly  I  could 
wim,  if  at  leaft  I  might  be  fo  bold  to  wifli,  in  a  thing 
beyond  the  reach  ofmy  capacitv,the  diligent  Imita- 
tors ofTufly  &  Demofthenes}mo{t  wonhie  to  be  imi- 
tated,did  not  fo  much  keepe  Nitdia» paper  bookes, 
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oi  their  figures  and  phrafes,  as  by  attentiue  tranfla- 
tion,  as  it  were,  deuoure  them  whole,  and  make 
them  wholly  theirs.  For  now  they  caft  Suger  and 
fpicc  vppon  enerie  diHi  that  is  (erued  to  the  table : 
like  thole  Indians,  not  content  to  weare  eare-rings 
at  the  fit  and  natural!  place  of  the  eares,  bin  they 
will  thruft  Iewels  through  their  nofe  and  lippes, 
becaufe  they  will  be  fure  to  be  fine.  Tally  when-  he 
was  to  drin  e  out  Catilwe,zs  it  were  with  a  thunder- 
bolt of  eloquence,  often  vf'eth  the  figure  of  repiti- 
tion,as  Viuit  &  vincit,  imo  infenatum,Vt:mt  imoy  wfe- 
natum  vexitj&c.  Indeede  enflamed ,  with  a  well 
grounded  rage,  hee  would  haue  his  words  ( as  it 
were)  double  out  of  his  mouth,  and  fodo  that  ar- 
tificially ,  which  we  fee  men  incholler  doo  natural- 
ly. And  we  hailing  noted  the  grace  of  thofe  words, 
halethem  in  fometimes  to  a  familiar  Epiftle,  when 
it  were  too  much  choller  to  be  chollericke.  How 
well  ftore  of  Similiter  Cadenfes ,  doth  found  with 
the  grauitie  of  the  Pulpit ,  I  woulde  but  inuoke 
Demosthenes  foule  to  tell  :  who  with  a  rare  dain- 
tincGfc  vfeth  them  .  Truly  they  haue  made  mee 
thinkeof  ttie  SophiHer,  that  with  too  much  fubtil- 
tie  would  prouc  two  Egges  three ,  and  though  fie 
might  bee  counted  a  Sophifter ,  had  none  for  his 
labour.  So  thefe  men  bringing  in  fuch  a  kinde  of 
eloquence,  well  may  they  obt?ine  an  opinion  of  a 
feeming  nneneffe,  but  perfwade  few,  which  fhould 
be  the  endeoftheirfinenefle.  Nowforfimilitudes 
in  certain  Printed  difcourfes, I  thinkeallHerberifls, 
all  ftories of beafts,  foules,  and  fifhes,  are  rifled  vp, 
that  they  may  come  in  multitudes  to  wait  vpon  any 
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of  our  conceits,  which  certainly  is  as  abfurd  a  furfer 
totheearcsasispofsible.  For  the  force  ofaiimili- 
tude  not  being  to  proue  any  thing  to  a  contrary  dif- 
puter ,  but  onely  to  explaine  to  a  willing  hearer, 
when  that  is  done,  the  reft  is  a  mofte  tedious  prat- 
ling,  rather  ouerfwaying  the  memcrie  from  the 
purpofe  whereto  they  were  applied ,  then  anie 
whit  enformingthe  iudgement  alreadie  either  fa- 
tisfied,  or  by  iimilitudes  not  to  be  fatisried.  Foe 
my  part,  I  doo  not  doubt,  when  ^intomus  and 
Cr.ijjiv,  the  great  forefathers  of  Cicero  in  eloquence, 
the  one  (as  Cicero  teftirieth  of  them)  pretended  not 
to  knowe  Art,  the  other  not  tofetby  it,  (becaufc 
with  a  plainefenfiblenefle,  they  might  winne cre- 
dit of  popular  eares ,  which  credit ,  is  the  neareft 
fteppe  to  perfwafion,  which  perfwafion  ,  is  the 
chiefe  marke  of  Oratorie)  I  do  not  doubt  I  fay,  but 
that  they  vfed  thefe  knacks  verie  fparingly ,  which 
who  doth  generall  y  vfc,any  man  may  fee  doth  dance 
to  his  owne  mufick,  and  Co  to  benoted  by  theaudi- 
ence,more  careful  to  fpeak  curioufly  then  truly.  Vn- 
doubtedly  (atleafttomy  opinion  vndoubtedly )  I 
hauefound  in  diners  fmal  learned  Courtiers,a  more 
found  ftile,  then  infome  profeflbrs  of  learning,  of 
which  lean  gefle  no  other  caufe,  but  that  theCour- 
tier  following  that  which  by  pra&ifehefindeth  fit- 
teftto  nature,  therein  (though  he  know  itnot)doth 
accordingtoart,thoghnotbyarr :  wherethe other 
vfing  art  to  mew  art  and  not  hideart  (as  in  thefe  ca- 
fes he  fhuld  do)  flieth  from  nature,&indeed  abufeth 
art.  But  what?  methinksjdeferuetobepoudedfor 
ftraying  from  Poetrie^  to  O*atory;b\xi  both  hauc  fuch 
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an  affinitie  in  the  wordilh  confideratio,that  I  think 
this  digrefsion  will  make  my  meaning  receiue  the 
fuller  vnderftanding :  which  is  not  to  take  vpon  me 
to  teach  Poets  how  they  mould  do,  but  only  finding 
my  felfeficke  among  the  reft,  to  mew  fome  one  or 
two  fpotsofthe  common  infection  growne  among 
the  moft  part  of  writers;  that  acknowledging  our 
felucs  fomewhat  awry,  wee  may  bende  to  the  right 
vfe  both  of  matter  and  manner.  Whereto  our  lan- 
guage giueth  vs  great  occafion,  being  indeed  capa- 
ble of  any  excellent  exercifing  of  it.  I  knovve  fome 
will  fay  it  is  a  mingled  language  :  And  why  not,  fo 
much  the  better,  taking  the  bed  of  both  the  other  I 
Another  will  fay,  it  wantcth  Grammer.  Nay  truly 
it  hath  that  praife  that  it  wants  not  Grammer  $  for 
Grammer  it  might  hauc,  but  it  needs  it  not,  being  fo 
eafiein  itfclfe,  and  fovoyd  ofthofecomberfome 
differences  of  Cafes yGenderSyMoods^h  Tenfes^hkh. 
I  thinke  was  a  pcece  of  the  Tower  o^Babilom  curfe, 
that  a  man  mould  be  put  to  fchoole  to  learn  his  mo- 
ther tongue.  But  for  the  vttering  fweetly  and  pro- 
perly the  conceit  of  the  minde,  which  is  the  end  of 
Ipeech,  that  hath  it  equally  with  any  other  tongue 
in  the  world.  And  is  perticularly  happy  in  compofi  - 
tions  of  two  or  three  wordes  togither ,  neare  the 
Greeke,  farre  beyond  the  Latine,  which  is  one  of 
thegreateftbewtiescanbein  a  language.  Now  of 
verfefying,therearetwoforts,theoncauncient,the 
other  moaerne.  The  auncient  marked  the  quantitie 
of  each  fillable,  and  according  to  that,  framed  his 
verfe  :  The  moderne  ,  obferuing  onely  number, 
With  fome  regard  of  thcaccent;  the  chiefe  life  of  it, 
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ftandeth  in  that  like  founding  of  the  words,  Which 
we  call  Rime.  Whether  ofthefe  be  the  more  excel- 
lcnt,wold  bear  manyfpeeches,the  ancient  no  doubt 
more  tit  for  Mufick,both  words  and  time  obferuing 
quantitie,  and  more  fit,  liuely  to  expreflediuerspaf- 
ii  ons  by  the  low  or  loftie  found  of  the  well-way  cd 
fi liable.  The  latter  likewife  with  his  rime  ftriketh 
acertaineMuficke  to  the  eare  :  and  in  fine ,  fince 
it  dooth  delight,  though  by  an  other  way,  it  obtai- 
ned! the  fame  purpofe ,  there  being  in  either  fweet- 
ne(Te,and  wanting  in  neither,  maieftie.  Truly  the 
Englifh  before  any  Vulearc  language ,  I  know  is  fit 
for  both  forts :  for ,  for  the  auncient,  the  Italian  is  fo 
full  of  Vowels ,  that  it  muft  euer  be  combred  with 
FAifions .  The  Duch  fo  of  the  other  fide  with  Confo- 
nants,that  they  cannot  yeeld  the  fweeteflyding,fit 
for  a  Verfe.  The  French  in  his  whole  language,hath 
not  one  word  that  hath  his  accent  in  the  laft  Tillable, 
failing  two,  called  K^ntepentdtima^  and  little  more 
haththe  Spanish, and.  therefore  verie  gracelefly  may 
they  vfe  Dactiles.  The  Englifh  is  fubied  to  none  of 
thefe  defects.  Now  for  Rime,  though  we  doo  not 
obferue  quantie,  yet  wee  obferuethe  Accent  verie 
precifely,  which  other  languages  cither  cannot  do, 
or  will  not  do  fo  abfolutely .  That  Ca-fura ,  or  brea- 
thing place  in  the  midft  of  the  Verfe ,  neither  Italian 
nor  Spanish  haue :  the  French  and  we ,  neuer  almoft 
faile  off.  Laftly>euen  the  verie  Rime  itfelfe,the/ta- 
lian  cannot  put  it  in  the  laft  fillablc,by  the  French  tul- 
med  t  he  CM afcultne  Rime;  but  ftill  in  the  next  to  the 
laft, which  the  French  call  the  Female-,  or  the  next  be- 
fore that, which  the  Italian  Sdrucciola:  the  example 
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of  the  former,  hBuono^Suono ,  of  the  Sdruccioli,  is 
Fernimt,  Semim.  The  French  of  the  other  fide ,  hath 
both  the  Male  as  Bonbon;  and  the  Female,as  PUifey 
74//^butthe  SdritccioUhz  hath  notrwheretheEng- 
Iifh  hath  all  three,  as  Du }Trewt Father, Rjther,UMc- 
tion>  Potion^  with  much  more  which  might  be  fayd, 
but  that  alreadie  I  finde  the  triflings  oft  his  difcourfe 
is  much  too  much  enlarged.  Sothatfincethe  euer- 
praifewoorthieP0<f//<?is  full  of  vertue  breeding  de- 
lightfulnefle,  and  voyd  of  no  gift  that  ought  to  be 
in  the  noble  name  of  learning,  lince  the  blames  layd 
againft  it,  are  either  falfe  or  feeble ,  fince  the  caufe 
why  it  is  not  cfteemed  in  England,is  the  fault  of  Po- 
et-apes, not  Poets.  Since  laftly  our  tongue  is  moft  rit 
to  honour  Pocjtc,  and  to  bee  honoured  by  Poefie, 
I  coniure  you  all  that  haue  had  the  euill  luck  to  read 
this  inck-wafting  toy  of  mine ,  euen  in  the  name  of 
theninecJ^«/^,nomoretofcornethefacredmifte- 
viesof  Poefie.  No  more  to  laugh  at  the  name  of  Po- 
rts y  as  though  they  were  next  inheritors  to  fooles; 
nomoretoieftat  the  reuerent  title  of  a  Rimer,  but 
to  beleeue  with  Aristotle  fail  they  were  the  aunci- 
ent  Treafurers  of  the  Grecians  diuinitie;  to  beleeue 
with  Bemhus,  that  they  were  (irft  bringers  in  of  all 
Ciuilitie;  to  beleeue  with  Scalliger that  no  Philofo- 
phcrs  precepts  can  fooner  make  you  an  honeftman, 
then  the  reading  of  Virgil^  to  beleeue  with  Claufe- 
riu ,  theTranflatorof  Comutus ,  that  itpleafed  the 
heauenly  deitieby  Hefiodznd  y7<?wr,vnderthe  vaile 
of  Fables  to  giue  vs  all  knowledge ,  LGqjcke*  Rheto- 
ricke,Philofophie,mx\\rd\\  and  morall,  and  £jiid  non? 
To  beleeue  with  me ,  that  there  are  many  mifteries 
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contained  in  Pcetrie,  which  of  purpofe  were  writ- 
ten darkly,  leaftbyprophanewitsiufhouldbeabu- 
fed:TobeleeuewithzW/>,  that  they  are  fobelo- 
ued  of  the  Gods ,  that  w  hat  foeuer  they  write,  pro- 
ceeds of  a  diuine  furie.  Laftly ,  to  beleene  them- 
felueswhen  they  tell  you  they  will  make  you  im- 
mortal by  their  verfes.Thus  doing,your  name  (hall 
florifn  in  thePrinters  fhops.Thus  doing  you  fhalbe 
of  kin  to  many  a  Poeticall  Preface. Thus  doing, you 
fhal  be  moft  faire,moft  rich,moft  wife,moftall  ryou 
fhalldwelvponSuperlatiues.Thusdoingjthongh 
you  be  Liber  two  patre  natw^ow  fhall  fodeinly  grow 
Hercnkix  proles.  Si  quidmea  Curmtna.  poffunt. Thu  s  do- 
ing, your  fonle  fhall  be  placed  with  Dantes  Beatrix  > 
orFirgils  Anchifes.  But  if  (fie  of  fuch  a  but)  you  bee 
borne  io  neare  the  dull-making  Cataract  of  Niltis, 
that  you  cannot  heare  the  Planet-like  Muficke  of 
Poetrie^  if  you  hauefo  earth-creeping  a  mind  that  it 
cannot  lift  it  felfe  vp  to  looke  to  the  skie  ofPeetrie, 
or  rather  by  a  certaine  rurticall  difdaine,wil  become 
fuch  a  mome ,  as  to  bee  a  CM  emus  of  Poetrie :  then 
though  I  will  not  wifti  vnto  you  the  AflTeseares  of 
Midas f  nor  to  be  driuen  by  a  Poets  verfes  as  Bubonax 
was,tohanghimfelfe,  nor  to  berimed  todeathasis 
faid  to  be  done  in  Ireland  ,  yet  thus  much  Curfe  I 
muftfend  you  inthebehalfe  of  all  Poets,  that  while- 
you  line,  you  Hue  in  lone, and  neuer  get  fauour, 
for  lacking  skill  of  a  Sonet,  and  wnen  you 
die,  your  memorie  die  from  the  earth 
for  want  of  an  Epitaphe. 

FINIS.. 


PN 

1031 

S65 

1595AC 

C.l 

ROBA 


Sidney,    (Sir)   Philip 
The  defence  of  poesie 


PLEASE  DO  NOT  REMOVE 
CARDS  OR  SLIPS  FROM  THIS  POCKET 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  LIBRARY 


